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TheAniconicGodandChineseIconolatry

ArchieLEE

　　TheOldTestament􀆳sconceptionofananiconicGod whichforbidsall
creationandworshipofanyimageandconcreteformofYahwehcharacterizes
thecentralideaofHebrewreligion．Therehasbeeninthebiblicaltraditiona
persistenteffortto upholdthis prohibition ofimages, especiallyin the
DeuteronomistictheologicalreflectionsontheSinaiexperienceofhearingGod􀆳s
wordwithoutseeinganyimageofthedivine．Thepurposeofthispaperis
twofold:１．Toinvestigateintothehistoricalandreligioussignificanceofthe
prohibitionofimagesinYahwisminthecontextofthereligiousworldofthe
ancientWestAsiaand２．Tobetterunderstandthe Hebrew Aniconismin
crossＧtextualreading with Chinesereligioustraditionoficonolatry．Inthe
process ofinvestigation, some significant issues in complexity of the
understandingofthedivine, humanandnatureinbothtraditions willbe
raised．ThebiblicalconceptionofananiconicGoddoesnotentailanyattempt
toimplementiconoclasmagainstotherreligionandthisreligiouslibertyshould
inspireanopenattitudetootherreligionsandconstitutethebasisforcreative
interＧreligiousdialogues．


