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BeliefandDoubt:TheDialecticofZen

CHENJian

　　ZenistypicallyaSinicizedBuddhism, whichhasitsownconceptsand
approachesdistinctfromthoseofmostotherBuddhistsects,and,toalarger
degree, fromthoseof Westernreligions．Fromtheperspectiveofreligious
taxonomy,ZenbelongstothecategoryofPracticalReligion．Itpromotesa
return to the enlightenment that is inherent in the human nature．
Methodologicallyspeaking, thisenlightenment begins with the doubtof
beliefs．AccordingtoZen,thereisadialecticaltensionbetweenenlightenment
anddoubt,andthesameistruefortheinterplaybetweenbeliefanddoubt．

SocialＧscientificMethodofBiblicalInterpretation

TIANHaihua

　 　SocialＧscientific methodisalsoknownassocialＧscientificcriticism or
socialＧhistoricalcriticism．TheaimofsocialＧscientificmethod,asasubfieldof
biblicalinterpretation,istostudythebiblicaltextsasareflectionoftheir
socialandculturalsettingsandtopresentthedimensionsofthecontexts．The
meaningofthebiblicaltextsisthusmorefullyillustratedbytheexerciseof
socialsciences,especiallyofsociologyandanthropology．Thethesisexploresa
presentationofthe method, emergenceandcontributionofsocialＧscientific
criticismasaninterＧdisciplinaryperspectiveoftheBible．


