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ANoteontheAmericanＧnessandJewishnessofIsaacBashevisSinger
SONGLihong

Abstract: AmongtheJewishAmericanwriters,IsaacBashevisSingerhasexertedafarＧ
reachinginfluenceoncontemporaryChineseletters,butthetenuous “AmericanＧness”inhis
workssomewhathindershisreceptionintheChineseＧspeakingworld．ReachesofHeavenisa
fictionalbiographyofthefounderoftheHasidicmovementthatSingerwroteinhislater

years, whichhasreceivedlittleattentionfromtheChineseandforeignresearchers．Aname
errorintheEnglishversionandtheautobiographicalelementofthebookshedanewlighton
his“Jewishness”:heprobablysharedabondofsympathywithElishabenAbuya,thearchＧ
hereticinTalmud,andregardedhimselfasthespiritualheirofRabbiNachmanofBratslav．
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