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Replace“Pariah” with“Deserter”: AnAnalysisof
MaxWeber􀆳sAncientJewishNation
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Abstract:PariahisatermreferstothelowＧcastepeopleoftheIndiansociety．MaxWeber

usedittodescribetheancientJewishnation, which mainlybecausethereligiousritual
segregationandthenationalstatelessdiasporaoftheJews．UndertheguidanceoftheIsrael

prophets,theJewishdiasporagraduallysegregatedwiththeoutsideworldandformedsome
kindofinferiornature, whichsameasthesoＧcalled “Pariahnation”．However,theJews􀆳
isolationwasderivedfromtheirstrictobservanceoftheholylaw,andtheirinferioritywasdue
tothedivineglorytheyeagerlyawaited．“Holiness”and “glory”didnotmatchtheimageof
“Pariah”presentedbyWeber．BecausetheJewishnationconsistedoftheJewishtribesthat
had“deserted”thewholeIsrael,atthesametime,intheprocessofnationＧformation,the
JewishreligionalsoevolvedintotheRabbinicJudaismwhich“deserted”thetraditionaltemple
worship,atitisreplace“Pariah” with＂deserter＂ismoreclosertotheimageandsituationof
theancientJewishnationinMaxWeber􀆳sworks．
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