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TheSupplementtoMTEsther４:１Ｇ１７and
It􀆳sSitzimLebenSectarianismintheLateSecondTemplePeriod

JI　Xiaowei
Abstract: TheapplicationofsourcecriticismintheBookofEstherbenefitsfromthe

diversepreservationofthetextindifferenttraditions．TheAlphatextin４:１Ｇ１７empirically
supportssourcecriticisminattributingthischapter􀆳scontenttoboththe“EstherSource”and
the“Estherredaction”．ThemorerecentsupplementofER (４:３; ５Ｇ７; ８b; ９Ｇ１７) canbe
contextuallyinterpretedinlightofthesectariandisputesofthelateSecondTempleperiod．
Esther􀆳sgrief,hercloserelationshipwithMordecai,andMordecai􀆳s“godfather”rolereflect
bothindividualcasesandthebroaderphenomenon: QueenShelamzion􀆳sobediencetothe
Phariseesandthe“Pharisaicwomen”ofthelateSecondTempleperiod—thePharisaiccontrol
overelitewomenandtheirsexualabstinencewithinthemarriageduetotheirallegiancetothe
Pharisees．
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