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Abstract:Israelhasa multiＧpartypoliticalsystem．Jewishreligiousparties—which
includereligiousZionistpartiesandnonＧZionistultraＧOrthodoxparties—areconsideredby
majorpartiestheirnaturalcoalitionpartnersalthoughthesepartnersarenotnecessarilythe
mostreliable．Thepersistenttensionbetweenthereligiousagendaofthesepartiesandthe
semiＧsecularnatureofthestateoftenresultincoalition􀆳sinstabilityandfromtimetotime
causegovernment􀆳scollapse．Toattractthesupportofthereligiousparties,theleadingparty
mustfulfilltheirrequests, whichresultedinmanyprivilegestothereligiouscommunityin
Israel,includingtheexemptionfromthemilitaryservice．Inrecentyears,thereligiousparties
inaclosepoliticalalliancewithrightＧwingJewishnationalists,acttostrengthentheJewish
characteroftheStateofIsrael, deepentheinfluenceofJewishreligiousvaluesinIsrael􀆳s
educationsystemandthesocietyatlarge,aswellasvigorouslypromotethedevelopmentof
Jewishsettlementsintheoccupiedterritories．Duetotherapidgrowthofreligiouspopulation,

theIsraelisocietycanbeexpectedtobecomemoreandmorerightＧwingandreligiousinthe
future．
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