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WritingofMemoryHistoryonMasadaSymbol:

InterpretationoftheMasadaMythandtheShapingofIsrael􀆳sCollectiveMemory
LIDongdong

Abstract: Masadahasmultipledimensionsofhistoryandreality,itoriginatedfromthe
ancientJewishhistorianJosephus􀆳saccountofthemasssuicidein７３AD,butitwasalmost
forgottenintheMiddleAgesandonlyreＧenteredtheJewishcollectivememoryinthe２０th
century．Asarepresentativesymbolofheroism, Masadadevelopedintoapoliticalmythfor
theconstructionofthemodernJewishnationＧstate．Withtheconstructionanddeconstruction
ofMasada􀆳smythasthecenter,thebookusesinterdisciplinaryresearchmethodstocombout
theoriginandevolutionofMasada􀆳smythfromtheperspectiveofcollectivememory, and
focusesontherelationshipbetween “Masada” asIsrael􀆳scollective memoryand modern
Jewishidentity, enrichingtheresearchachievementsrelatedto Masada．Ithasimportant
academicvalueandpracticalsignificance．
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