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TheSabbathofCreation:Moltman􀆳sInterpretationand
DevelopmentofRosenzweig􀆳sThoughtontheSabbath

LICong
Abstract: Jürgen MoltmannexplainedFranzRosenzweig􀆳sideathattheSabbathisa

festivalofcreation,andfurtherdevelopedit,thusdemonstratingthattheChristianSunday
andtheJewishSabbatharebothfestivalsofcreation,andtheyareinseparable．Onthisbasis,

MoltmannfurthercreativelydevelopedRosenzweig􀆳sexpositionof“Shekina􀆳sWandering”to
clarifytherelationshipbetweentheSabbathandShekina, thatis, theSabbathis God􀆳s
Shekinaintime．ItisparticularlynoteworthythatMoltmanncreativelyextendedtheconcept
ofSabbathtothediscussionofecologicalissues．ComparedwithRosenzweig, Moltmann􀆳s
“traditionofSabbath”ismorecomprehensive,includingtheSabbathontheseventhdayofa
week,theSabbath yearontheseventh year, thejubileeonthefiftieth yearandthe
eschatologicalSabbath．TheSabbathistherealsymbolofthecreationism mentionedinthe
Bible．ObeyingtheSabbathcommandmentistoadmitthatnatureisGod􀆳screation, notthe
naturalenvironment．Sabbathisanecologicalrestday,anditisadaytostopinterferingwith
nature．TheSabbathalsopointstoaSabbathyear, whichis mainlyrelatedtotheland,

reflectingthejusticeofGod􀆳slandpolicyandrestoringthealienatedrelationshipbetweenman
andnatureandbetweenpeople．ThejubileeisayearaftersevenSabbathyears, andits
connotationandsignificanceareconsistentwiththeSabbathyear．Sabbath,Sabbathyearand

jubileeallpointtotheeschatologicalSabbath, whichisapermanentandendlessSabbath．
Everythingisreconciled, andtherelationshipbetween manandnatureisalsoreconciled,

showinganecologicalpictureofharmoniouscoexistencewhichformedbyGod, man,andthe
earth．
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