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Abstract:JewsweredeeplyinvolvedinCommunistrevolutionsinEurope,andprimarily
inRussia,ofteninleadingpositions．Thisisunderstandablegiventheirdemographiclocation,

extensiveeducationandsufferingovertheyears．However,howcouldweaccountforthefact
thattheyalsoplayedaroleinCommunistrevolutionsinAsia,andespeciallyinChina? There
werepracticallynoJewishcommunitiestospeakofandthosefew wholivedtherehadbeen
almosttotallyassimilated, andhadnointerestwhatsoeverinChineseculture, historyand

politics．Still,Jews(whoarrivedoutofChina) notonlytookpartintherevolutionbuthad
alsohelpedignitingitandthenstayedonorjoinedlater．Whiledealingwiththispuzzleinmy
paper,I􀆳lltrytoofferatypologyofJewishactivistsandrevolutionariesinChina,toexplain
theirmotives(bychoiceornot),andtoevaluatetheircontributionsinperspective．Itappears
thattheirJewishidentitydidnotplayadirectroleintheirrevolutionaryactivism, butitdid

playanindirectrole．IncludedinthisstudyareGrigoriiGershuni, GrigoriiVoitinski, Boris
Shumiatsky, MichailBorodin, AdolfJoffe, Pavel Mif, DavidCrook, Sidney Rittenberg,

IsraelEpstein,SidneyShapiro,SolomonAdler,SamGinsbourg, MichaelShapiro,andmore．
Theirmainvaluetotherevolution was mainly writing, translation, communicationand

publication．
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