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NottoBeDefinedbyOne􀆳sEnemies”:

ASHamedJewsandIdentityinTheFinklerQuestion
RAOXue

Abstract:InhisnovelTheFinklerQuestion, HowardJacobson,aBritishJewishwriter,

presentsmanyJewishissues．ThispapertakesFinkler,thecharacterinthenovel, andthe
“ASHamedJews”asthemainresearchobject．Basedontheresearchofsocialpsychologistson
“JewishselfＧhatred”,thispaperdiscussestheinternalcausesofthe“ASHamedJews”inthe
contextofIsraeliＧPalestinianconflictinthenovel．“ASHamedJews”internalizedthereference

group􀆳sprejudiceagainstJews, opposedZionismandIsraelonthegroundsofjustice, and
hatedtheirJewishidentity,buttheirhatreddidnotchangetheantiＧSemitism􀆳srecognitionof
theirJewishidentity．ThroughtheendlessantiＧSemiticevents, Jacobsonponderedwhether
hatredofIsraelwouldleadtohatredofJews,andrevealedtheprejudiceofnonＧJewsagainst
Jewsthatishardtochange．ThroughthechangeofFinkler􀆳sidentity,Jacobsoncriticizedthe
antiＧSemiticbehaviorof“ASHamedJews”, showedtheplightofdiasporaJewsinbuilding
culturalidentity,expressedhisconcernaboutthefutureofJewsandhisadherencetoJewish
identity．
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