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From “ManifestationofGod”to“Perichoresis”:

Moltmann􀆳sAppropriationoftheJewishConceptofShekhinah
LICong

Abstract:Shekhinah􀆳soriginalmeaningemphasison “manifestationofGod” andGod􀆳s

presencewiththeJews, MoltmannappropriatedShekhinah􀆳stheology, thisisbecausehe
respondedto Hinz􀆳scriticism and wasinspired by Rosenzweig􀆳sidea of “Shekhinah􀆳s
wanderings．” HisappropriationoftheJewishconceptofShekhinahcanbesummedupin
termsrangingfrom “manifestationofGod” to “perichoresis”．“Perichoresis” extendsthe
scopeof“manifestationofGod” fromtheJewstothechurch, thenations, andeventhe
universe,appropriatingShekhinahtothePneumatologyoftheTrinity,todemonstratethe
Godand the world both beyond andinternal “perichoresis” relationship better with
Pneumatology．“Perichoresis”alsoenrichestherelationshipdimensionoftheoriginalconcept,

basedonperichoresisoftheTrinity God, itextendstothe multiＧdimensionalandricher
interactionbetween God and the world, man and himself, man and others, human
community, man and nature．This multiＧdimensional relationship, presented by the

perichoresis,needstobeimplementedinconcreteways,asMoltmannmovestheconceptof
theJewishShekhinahfroma“manifestationofGod” basedon “empathy”,therealizationis
the“perichoresis”ofthedualdwelling“inChrist”achievedbytheincarnationofChrist．This
appropriationofShekhinah, whichcomplements Moltmann􀆳sfailuretoemphasize God􀆳s
futureandignorethepresent, providesacommonconceptualbasisforJudeoＧChristian
dialogue, Moltmanndevelopedfruitfultheologicalresultssuchasecotheologybyincorporating
JewishShekinerthought．
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