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AggadicExegeticalApproachtoTanach:

LouisGinzberg􀆳sTheLegendsoftheJewsasanExample
BAIYingqian

Abstract: The“legendaryMidrash”,oneofthetwomajorbranchesoftheMidrash,not
onlyusesimaginationtobridgethegapbetweenbiblicaltextsandhumanunderstanding,but
alsoexpressesanddeepenstherabbinicideaoferuditenormsinapopularform,andthehigh
degreeofcoherenceandconsistencyinitsdevelopmentisnotonlyacrystallizationofthe
collectivewisdom oftheJewishpeople, butalsoatestamenttotheirprogressivespirit．
NationalRomanticismattheendofthe１９thcenturygaverisetothestudyoffolkloreasan
academicdiscipline,andfolkloreiscloselyrelatedtotheconstructionofnationalidentity．Asa
representativeofthethirdgenerationofEastern EuropeanJews (borninthe１８７０sand
１８８０s), LouisGinzberg workedattheturnofthenineteenthandtwentiethcenturiesto

preserveand perpetuateJewish history byeditingandcanonizingit．HissevenＧvolume
masterpiece, TheLegendoftheJews, translatedthetraditionalJewishliteraryform of
“legendaryMidrash”intoananthologyconnectingJewishanduniversalculturetobuildand
strengthenacommonJewishnationalfaithandidentity．Thispaper mainlyincludesfour

parts:areviewoftheJewishlegends,anoverviewofLouisGinzberg, TheLegendsofthe
Jews,andexegeticalperspectiveofTheLegendsoftheJews．
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