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DeuteronomisticTheologyinPsalms４４,７４,８０,and８９:

ExaminedfromtheLensofTrauma
LIXi

Abstract:Inthepasttwodecades, biblicalscholarshavebeendividedregardingthe

presenceofDeuteronomistictheologyinPsalms４４, ７４, ８０, and８９．Giventhetraumatic
backgroundofthesepsalms, thisarticlereexaminesthisissuethroughthelensoftrauma
studiesand arguesfortwo points．First, Psalms ４４, ７４, ８０, and ８９ do notreject
Deuteronomistictheologyassomescholarshaveclaimedbecause,viewedfromtheperspective
oftraumastudies, theaccusationsofGodinthesepsalmsdonotindicateattributionof
responsibilitybutdemonstratetraumavictims􀆳negativecognitionandemotionassociatedwith
thetraumaticevent．Second,theconceptofposttraumaticgrowth (PTG) helpsclarifytwo
crucialelementsofDeuteronomistictheologyconcerningdivineretributionanddivinepromise;

Psalms４４and７４assumethefirstelement, whereasPsalms８０and８９presupposethesecond．
Accordingly,thisarticleconsistsoffourmainsections．Inthefirstsection,Ibrieflyexplain
thereasonforreadingthesefourpsalmstogetherfromthelensoftraumastudies．Next,I
clarifytwoelementsofDeuteronomistictheologyfromtheperspectiveofPTG．Inthethird
section,IargueagainsttheviewthataccusationsofGodinPsalms４４,７４,８０,８９indicatean
attributionofresponsibilityto God．Lastly, I demonstrate how thetwo elements of
DeuteronomisticrelatedtoPTGarepresentedinthesefourpsalmstodifferentdegrees．
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