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Abstract: Kant and Mendelssohn are both representative figures ofthe German
Enlightenment,andtheirviewsonJudaismarecloselyrelated．WhileMendelssohnbelieved
thatthethreefoldcontentofJudaism (eternaltruth,historicaltruthanddivinelyrevealedlaw)

wasconsistentwithreason,heinsistedthatdivinelyrevealedlaw wasonlyeternallybinding
ontheJewishpeople; KantsawJudaism asanonＧmoral, nonＧeternalpoliticalfaith, and
makeshisdualcritiqueofMendelssohn􀆳sideasbasedontheEnlightenmenttheoryofhistorical

progressandthemoralreligionof“rationalcatholicism”．Ashumanityasawholeprogresses
towardsthegood,andtheultimateaimofallsatutoryhistoricalbeliefisethicalcommunity,

Judaismshouldabandondivinelyrevealedlawandachieve“euthanasia”intheongoingprocess
ofmovingtowardstheonemoralfaith．
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