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OnSuhrawardī􀆳sIlluminationistProjectandtheNatureofIlluminationism
ZHANGTianyi

Abstract: ModernscholarsholdverydifferentviewsabouthowtointerpretSuhrawardī􀆳s
Illuminationism:somereaditasorientaltheosophy,someasIlluminationistAvicennism,and
othersasanovelphilosophicalconstructionthatisneithermysticismnorAvicennism．This
articleaimstoestablishthethirdpositionbyanalyzingandreconstructingSuhrawardī􀆳s
Illuminationistproject．ByexaminingSuhrawardī􀆳sfourPeripateticＧstyleworksandH

􀅰
ikmatalＧ

Ishra－q (ThePhilosophyofIllumination),thisarticlearguesthattheseworkstogetherformone
singleIlluminationistproject．ThefourPeripateticＧstyleworkscriticize, correct, andreconstruct
Avicennismbymerelyusingtherational“investigation” (bah

􀅰
th)approach,ofwhichtheresultis

entryＧlevelIlluminationism, differing fundamentally from Avicennism on many significant

philosophicalissues．H
􀅰
ikmatalＧIshra－qpresentsthefullＧblownIlluminationismbasedonthe

supraＧrational“deification” (ta􀆳alluh) approach, namely, “presentialknowledge” (̒ilm
h
􀅰
ud

􀅰
ūrī),andalsobyresortingtotherational“investigation” approach．Thus,theresulting

Illuminationismisaperfectfusionof“deification”and“investigation” (ratherthanmysticism
orAvicennism)．Therefore,theIlluminationistprojectitselfissufficienttoestablishthethird

position,showingthatIlluminationismisarigorousandoriginalphilosophy．Suhrawardī􀆳s
IlluminationismishighlyimpactfulinthehistoryofArabicphilosophy．
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