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OnMartinBuber􀆳sCommunitySocialismandtheKibbutz
LIYong

Abstract: OnthepremiseofacritiqueofthedualisticphilosophyofsubjectＧobject
dichotomyaswellastheinstrumentalcommunityofcapitalism, MartinBuberputforwarda
conceptofnewcommunitybasedontherelationshipbetween “IＧyou”anddevelopedatheory
ofcommunitysocialism．Whenthistheorymetwithkibbutzpractice,thegeneralcontradiction
betweentheoryandpracticewasexposed, andthehistorical, specificanddiversenatureof

practiceledtotherevisionanddevelopmentoftheoriginaltheory, whichledtotheformation
ofkibbutzsocialistthought．Buberalsobecamethephilosopherwhoprovidedthestrongest
theoreticalsupportforkibbutzcommunity．Althoughthedevelopedcommunitysocialist
theorywasadaptedtoacertainextenttokibbutzcommunity,theoryandpracticewerenever
unified,andBuber􀆳sidealcommunityandtherealityofthekibbutzwereneverthesamething．
JudgingfromthetrajectoryofkibbutzdevelopmentinpresentＧdayIsrael,theexperimentof
Buber􀆳scommunitysocialisttheorywasactuallyafailure．
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