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OnCollatioMosaicarumetRomanarumlegum:ItsAuthor,SourcesandPurposes
MAHaiFeng

Abstract:TheCollatioisthefirstworkofcomparativelawinWesternhistory,andits
authorisunknown,butitiscertainthatitwasbynomeansapagan,butaJew．Written
between３９０ and４３８, itbringstogethertheprovisionsofthe Mosaic Law andits
correspondingRomanlaw, whichfocusesontheTenCommandmentsofMoses, andthe

provisionsoftheRomanlaw, whicharemainlyderivedfromexcerptsoftheFiveJurists,the
CodesandtheImperialDecrees．OfthesixteentitlesintheCollatio, thefirstfifteen
essentiallyunfoldandorganizethematerialaroundtheTenCommandmentsofMoses．Based
ontheproofofthehomogeneityofRomanand MosaicLaw,inthelasttitle,theauthor
emphasizestheadvancednatureofMosaicLawinthehopethatbydoingso,therulersofthe
RomanEmpire,especiallyitslegislators, willrespectJewishtraditionandtheMosaicLaw．
Thebookisnominallyaworkofcomparativelaw,butisessentiallyanapologeticwork．
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