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TheImageofCyrusinDeuteroＧIsaiah
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Abstract:TheBookofIsaiahdepictsCyrus, muchlikeinotherbiblicalbooks,ina

predominantlypositivelight,consideringhimaspecialforeignrulerinHebrewscripture．The
accountsofCyrusmightnothavebeenoriginallycomposedbythecontemporaneousauthor(s)

butcouldhaveemergedfromlaterwritingandediting．TheportrayalofCyrusreflectsthe
actualattitude ofIsraelite authors during the postＧexilic period．While propagating
monotheisticbeliefsthroughthisforeignking,thepropheticauthorattemptedtolinkthis
imagewithsignificantfiguresinancientIsraelinanefforttoreconcileconflictsbetween
differenttraditionswithinthecommunity．
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