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TheFallenArk: AnAnalysisofMauriceWilliam􀆳s
PlanfortheMigrationofJewishRefugeestoChina

WANGXiaofei
Abstract: In１９３９, Kuomintang government wasfaced withinternalandexternal

difficulties:theJapaneseinvadedmanypartsofChina, Kuomintangarmywasdefeatedone
afteranother,andtherewasnohelpfromabroad,butitwasharshlyaccusedofinsufficient
determinationtoresistJapan．In ordertoimproveitsinternationalimageand seek
internationalassistance, Kuomintang governmentplannedtoimmigratethe persecuted
EuropeanJewstoSouthwestChina．Thisplanreceivedattentionandpraiseofmanyforeign

peopleofinsight, whogaveadviceto Kuomintanggovernment．Againstthishistorical
background, Dr．Maurice William, aJewishdentistwhowasactiveinAmericanpolitics
stage,proposedhisJewishimmigrationplan,whichwasfavoredbyKuomintanggovernment．
ConceivedfromthestartoftheNazi􀆳spersecutionofJewsinGermany,theMauriceWilliam􀆳s

planwasformallyproposedduringtheperiodofChina􀆳sfullＧscalewarofresistance,butwas
ultimatelyabortedduetothelackofsupportfromtheU．S．government,therealitiesof
China􀆳swarplight, and William􀆳sidealization．Althoughthisplanfailed, throughthe
systematicinvestigationoftheplan,itcanbeprovedthatmodernChinahassympathyand
assistancefortheimprisonedJewishpeople,hasaninternationalhumanitarianspirit,asense
ofinternationalresponsibility,andhistoricalconcernforhelpingweakandsmallpeoples,

whichisinlinewiththecontemporarypracticalthemeofbuildingacommunitywithashared
futureformankind．
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