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“TheWall”and“AscendingasaWall”:
NetureiKarta,Zionism,andtheHolocaust

TalCohen

Abstract:ThisarticleexamineshowtheHolocaustandrelated
issueswerediscussedbyNetureiKarta,theultraＧOrthodoxfaction
mostharshlyopposedtoZionism．Basedonanextensiveanalysisof
hundredsofarticlesandopinionpiecespublishedinthefaction􀆳s
journal,itarguesthatwritingabouttheHolocaustwascentralto
NetureiKarta􀆳seffortstodelegitimizeZionismontheeveoftheState
ofIsrael􀆳sfoundingandinitsfirstdecadesofexistence．Zionistswere
blamedfor directly andindirectly bringing aboutthe physical
destructionofEuropeanJewry,aswellasforexacting “aspiritual
holocaust” againstJewish believers．Theseperspectivesechoto
thisday．
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Introduction

NetureiKartaisafactionwithintheEdaHaredit(TheHarediCouncilof
Jerusalem)．①TheEdaHareditconsistsoftensofthousandsofpeoplewho,

unlikemainstreamultraＧOrthodoxJewishfactions,isolatethemselvesfrom
nationalinstitutionsalmostentirely, includingabstainingfrom votingin

① TheNetureiKartabelongedtotheEdaHaredituntil１９６６,whenitwithdrewfromit．Attheend
ofthe１９７０s,however,someNetureiKartamembersrejoinedtheEdaHareditanduntiltoday,thereare
someinNetureiKartawhoidentifywiththeEdaHareditandotherswhodonot．



—１０２　　 —

elections．NetureiKartacomprisesseveralhundredindividuals, mostofwhom
liveinJerusalem􀆳sMeaShearimneighborhood．Membersofthisfactionare
characterizedbytheirespeciallyharshoppositiontotheZioniststateandits
institutions．Somegobeyondpassiveoppositionandopenlycooperatewith
Israel􀆳senemies,describingIsraelasoccupiedPalestinianterritory．

OneexpressionofNetureiKarta􀆳sradicalworldviewistheirperspective
ontheHolocaust．Thefaction􀆳scurrentleader, RabbiMeirHirsch,publicly
blamesZionismforthedestructionofEuropeanJewryandfor “aspiritual
holocaust”thatsupposedlyhappenedtotheJewishpeople．①

Radicalasitmaysound,RabbiHirsch􀆳sstance,whichmighthavelanded
himincourtandresultedinalengthyprisonsentenceinsomeEuropean
countries,isnotnew．ItreflectsaperspectivetowardstheHolocaustshaped
byNetureiKarta􀆳srhetoricsincetheendoftheSecondWorldWar．Italso
echoesthewayinwhichthefaction􀆳sleadershiptreateddifferentaffairsrelated
totheHolocaust,includingtheKasztnerAffairand―notablydifferent―the
Eichmanntrial．

Thisarticle－originallyamaster􀆳sthesiswrittenatTelAvivUniversity
undertheguidanceofProf．DinaPorat－isbasedonacontextualanalysisof
hundredsofopinionpiecesandarticlespublishedbetween１９４４and１９６１in
HaChomah(The Wall), NetureiKarta􀆳sjournal．Thearticlearguesthat
writingabouttheHolocaustwascentraltoNetureiKarta􀆳sconsistenteffortto
delegitimizeZionism．

AttheheightoftheHolocaust,andlaterthroughoutthe１９４８Palestine
WarandtheeffortstoestablishaJewishstate, NetureiKartablamedthe
Zionistsfordirectlyandindirectlybringingaboutthephysicaldestructionof
EuropeanJewry,aswellasforexactingaspiritualholocaustagainstJewish
believers．Thisarticleillustratesthat,insteadofseekingtounderstandthe
Holocaust,NetureiKartaabusedhistorytogenerateliesportrayingZionismas
adiabolicmovement．

① See: “EnemyoftheState:AnInterviewwithRabbiIsraelMeirHirsch,”inthelastarticleofthis
specialissue．
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Ⅰ．NetureiKarta: HistoricalBackground

NetureiKartabeganwhensomerepresentativesoftheantiＧZionistHaredi
circlesinJerusalem􀆳sOldYishuvwithdrew,neartheendoftheFirstWorld
War,from “TheCityCommitteeforJerusalem􀆳sJews”－anautonomousgroup
responsibleforrepresentingtheinterestsoftheentireJewishpopulationin
Jerusalem．TheyinauguratedanalternativegrouptorepresenttheantiＧZionist
ultraＧOrthodoxJewsofJerusalem,called“TheCityCommitteeforAshkenazi
Communities” (which,since１９３７,hasbeenknownastheEdaHaredit)．It
wasledbyRabbiYosefChaimSonnenfeld (１８４９Ｇ１９３２) andRabbiYitzhak
YeruchamDiskin(１８３９Ｇ１９２５), whowere,atthetime,amongtheprevalent
spiritualleadersoftheOldYishuv．

Anotherstepinthegroup􀆳sselfＧisolationwasthedebatesurroundingthe
“TheCommunitiesOrdinanceof１９２１” (HukatHakehilot)．Theordinance
intendedtoorganizeJewishrepresentationvisＧàＧvisBritishMandateauthorities
inPalestine．Accordingtotheordinance,allJewsintheLandofIsraelwould
berepresentedbeforeMandateauthoritiesthroughanumbrellaorganization:

theKnessetofIsrael．TheKanaim (Zealots) ofJerusalemrefusedtobe
representedby Zionists, andalsoopposedtheestablishmentofachief
rabbinate．①Aspartoftheirstruggle,theyjoinedWorldAgudathIsrael,the
movementrepresentingthemajorityofultraＧOrthodoxJudaism．②

FollowingHitler􀆳srisetopowerinGermany (１９３３), WorldAgudath
IsraelwasforcedtocollaboratewiththeJewishAgencyforIsraeltoacquire
immigration (aliyah ) certificates forits members．This collaboration
exacerbatedtensionswithinWorldAgudathIsraelbetweenthosewhoargueda
policyoftotalseparationfromtheZionistmovementwasobsoleteandtheKanaim,

whoopposedcollaborationunderanycircumstances．In１９３５,followingthesetensions,

①

②

MottiInbari, “RabbiAmram BlauFounderoftheNetureiKarta Movement: AnAbridged
Biography,”inJewishRadicalUltraＧOrthodoxyConfrontsModernity,ZionismandWomen􀆳sEquality,

ed．MottiInbari(NewYork:CambridgeUniversityPress,２０１６),１９５Ｇ１９６．
KimmyKaplan,AmramBlau:TheWorldofNetureiKarta􀆳sLeader (Jerusalem:YadYitzhak

BenＧZviandBenＧGurionInstitute,２０１７),４８Ｇ４９．[Hebrew]
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afactionledbyRabbiAmram Blau,thebrotherofMosheBlau,theleaderof
Jerusalem􀆳sAgudathIsrael,andRabbiAharonKatzenelbogen, withdrewinorderto
establishanewinstitutioncalledHevratHahaim．①

In １９３８, following their refusalto pay the tax fundraising the
“Community Ransom ” (KoferHayishuv ), HevratHahaim􀆳s leadership
publishedanannouncementexplainingtheirposition．ItwassignedNeturei
Karta．Theyhavebeenusingthenameeversince．

NetureiKartaisanAramaicterm meaning “guardiansofthecity．”Itis
firstmentionedinamidrashdescribingthreewisemenwhom RabbiJudah
haＧNasisenttowandertheLandofIsraelandinspectitscitiesandtownsto
correctthewrongstheymightseeinthem．Whentheyarrivedinoneofthe
Jewishcities,theyaskedtomeetthecity􀆳sguardsandweremetbyarmed
persons．Theyrespondedthatthesewerenottheguardiansofthecity,butits
destroyers．Accordingtothem, thetrueguardiansofthecityarethose
studyingtheTorah．FromthepointofviewofNetureiKarta,thescoutsand
guardsintheJewish YishuvduringtheBritish Mandate werethecity􀆳s
destroyers, whiletheYishuv􀆳strueguardiansremainedthosewhodedicated
theirlivestotheTorahanditscommandments(mitzvot)．②

AviezerRavitzky, ascholarofJewishreligiousandpoliticalthought,

explainedthepurposeofthenameNetureiKartawastodefytheshiftinvalues
thatZionismhadattemptedtoimplement．Forgenerations,theJewishpeople
wereinstructedtoadheretotheworldoftheTorahandtofocusonspiritualＧ
religiousmatters．Theyhadtolivebyanoathnotto “ascendasawall”－
meaningnottomigratetoIsraelinanorganized,politicalmanner．Zionism􀆳s
mereexistenceledtheJewishpeopletoactlikeothernationsandpeoples．It

①

②

MottiInbari, “RabbiAmram BlauFounderoftheNetureiKarta Movement: AnAbridged
Biography,”１９６Ｇ１９７．Until１９４５,bothmoderateandradical(kanaim) HaredimweremembersoftheEda
Haredit．However,followingtheformer􀆳slossinorganizationalelections, AgudathIsraelwithdrewfrom
theEda Haredit．See: Menachem Friedman, “‘NetureiKarta’ andtheShabbatDemonstrationsin
Jerusalembetween１９４８Ｇ１９５０,ProcessesandBackground,”inDividedJerusalem－１９４８Ｇ１９６７:Sources,

Summaries,SelectedAffairs,and HelpfulTools,ed．AviBareli(Jerusalem: YadYitzhakBenＧZvi,

１９９４),２２８Ｇ２２９．[Hebrew]

MenachemFriedman, “HaredimandPalestiniansinJerusalem,”inJerusalem: ACityandIts
Future,eds．MarshallJ．BregerandOraAhimeir(Syracuse:SyracuseUniversityPress,２００２),２３５Ｇ２３６．
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askedtheJewishpeopletoneglecttheTorahandGodandachieveitsnational
aspirationsusingphysicalforce．AccordingtoNetureiKarta,Zionism􀆳sactions
defydivineordinance．①

Ⅱ．HaChomahJournal

WiththeestablishmentofNetureiKartaasabodyindependentofThe
JewishNationalCouncilandWorldAgudathIsrael,itsmembers,ledbyBlau
(theeditorofWorldAgudathIsrael􀆳sjournalbetween１９２７Ｇ１９３３),②surmised
thatinordertoinfluenceHaredipublicopinion, aswellasgeneralpublic
opinion,theyhadtomakethemselvesheard．Theydecidedtocreatetheirown
journal．

DespitetheoppositionoftheOldYishuv,NetureiKartaamongthem,to
theuseofHebrewasaneverydaylanguage,theychoseitasthelanguageof
theirpublications．TheHebrewlanguagewasthelanguageofthemajorityin
theJewish YishuvinPalestine, andthefactionunderstoodthatfortheir
opinionstobeheard,theyhadtoexpresstheminHebrew．③

ThefirstissueofHaChomah waspublishedintheHebrew monthof
Sivanin１９４４ (MayＧJune)．A manifestoofsortswasprintedonthecover
detailingthejournal􀆳sroles,declaring: “TheTarget:Toinstillandestablisha
fortifiedwallforaJudaism religiouslyloyaltoourholy Torah without
compromiseorconcession．”④Overtheyears,thejournalwaspublishedunder
differentnames,includingChomatenu(OurWall)andMishmeretChomatenu
(OurWall􀆳sGuard)．

NetureiKartausedtheirjournaltopolemicizeontwofronts: First,

againsttheZionistYishuvinPalestineduringtheBritishMandateandagainst
theIsraelistateanditsinstitutionsafteritsformation．Second, against

①

②

③

④

AviezerRavitzky, Messianism, Zionism and Jewish ReligiousRadicalism (Chicago: The
UniversityofChicagoPress,１９９６),６１Ｇ６２．

ApositionhehadlostduetohisexpresseddisdainoftheChiefRabbinateanditsleader, Rabbi
AbrahamIsaacKook．See: MenachemKerenＧKratz, “KolYisraelandCrystallizationofHarediIdentityin
MandatePalestine,” Kesher５１(２０１８),１４９Ｇ１５０．[Hebrew]

KimmyKaplan,AmramBlau:TheWorldofNetureiKarta􀆳sLeader,２７．
HaChomah:AnIssueforReligiousReinforcement,Sivan１９４４．
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AgudathIsraelanditsaffiliatedmovements,PoaleiAgudathIsraelandPoalei
AgudathIsraelJerusalem, whocollaboratedwiththeZionistsandwerethe
maintargetofassault．① Thejournaladdressedvarioussensitiveissues,

includingthedecisiontoestablishthestate,thepublicdesecrationofShabbat,

theenlistmentofHaredimtotheIsraelDefenseForces(IDF),andelectionsto
theIsraeliparliament．TheHolocaustofEuropeanJewryanditscauses,along
withotherrelatedaffairs,werealsodiscussedinthejournal．

Ⅲ．BlamingZionismforaSpiritualHolocaust

SeparationfromtheZionistenterpriseanditscharacteristicswasacentral
tenetof Neturei Karta􀆳s worldview．Theirstruggleagainstthe Zionist
movementwasmeanttoemphasizeZionism􀆳santiＧreligiouscharacterandthe
faction􀆳sdisagreementswithit．HaChomahwasusedasaplatformforpublic
protestagainstvariousissuesconnectedwithNetureiKarta􀆳soppositiontothe
ZionistenterpriseandtheStateofIsrael．Overtheyears, itpublished
numerousarticlesattackinganddenigratingZionismanditsleaders, along
withtheStateofIsraelanditsinstitutions, whilepointingouttheir“crimes”

againstreligiousJudaism．
Thediscussionsurroundingthe HolocaustofEuropeanJewry－asit

happenedandafterthefact－wascentraltoNetureiKarta􀆳sradicalantiＧZionist
rhetoricandtoitseffortstopresentZionismasanillegitimatemovement．This
discussionincludedananalogybetweenNazicrimesandZionist“crimes,”as
wellasclaimsconcerningtheallegedcollaborationbetweenZionistsandNazis．

ThisarticlefocusesonsuchdebatespublishedinHaChomah between
１９４４and１９６１．

HaChomahclaimedthatthewayinwhichchildrenwhoemigratedto
Israel wereraised constituted aspiritualholocaust．Theseclaims were

① PoaleiAgudathIsraelsawthesettlementofIsraelandtheStateofIsraelasvaluable, whilethe
PoaleiAgudathIsraelJerusalem,whileprofessingantiＧZionistviewssimilartothoseofNetureiKartaand
theKanaimingeneral,didnotacttodistancethemselvescompletelyfromZionistenterpriseandevenran
forseatsinIsrael􀆳sparliament．KimmyKaplan, AmramBlau: TheWorldofNetureiKarta􀆳sLeader,

６０．
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motivatedbythedebatesurroundingtheTehranChildrenatthebeginningof
the１９４０s．Atthetime,anargumentwastakingplacebetweentheReligious
Zionistand Haredicampsandthesecularcampregardingtheintakeof
hundredsofchildren, mostofthemorphans, whohadbeenabletoescape
fromPolandtoIranandwere,inturn, broughttoIsraelbytheJewish
Agency．AgudathIsrael,representingHarediJews,arguedthatmostchildren
camefrom Haredihomesand,therefore, mustberaisedinthesameway．
Nevertheless, thegreat majority ofchildren weresentto nonＧreligious
settlementsandwereraisedinsecularinstitutions．①

AlreadyinJune１９４４,HaChomahconcerneditselfwithchildHolocaust
survivorswhowerebroughttoIsraelbytheJewishAgency,claimingthatthe
childrenwereforcefullysecularized．

Thereforeit [theZionist movement] isnow exploitingtheterrible
Holocaustwhichcameasifinambush, tostealthesoft, infernoＧstruck
childrennowreachingIsrael,totaketheirreligionaway,incitethemand
removethemfromholyJewishlaw．．．Inthismanner,theceaselessZionist
exterminationmachineoperates．WhatHitler, mayhisnameandmemorybe
blottedout,cannotfinishabroad,theZionistleadershipcompletesherein
Israel．②

Underthepenname“ManofJerusalem,”thewriterusedtheHolocaust
bothdirectlyandmetaphoricallytodescribetheZionistmovement,itstargets,

anditsactivities．Heexplainedhowitmaliciouslyexploitedtheinnocenceand
orphanhoodofchildHolocaustsurvivorstoexterminatethemspiritually．

Thiswasdone, accordingto him, bycontrollingtheirintakeand
educationinIsraelwhilepursuingitstrueobjective－theextinctionofthe
Jewishreligion．Hewentontoemphasizethedevilishact(andthusalsothe
comparisonwiththe Nazis) byclaimingthatZionism “exploited” the
HolocausttoincreaseJewishemigrationtoIsraelunderthepretenseofrescue,

aspartofaplantoestablishanationalhomefortheJewishpeople．

①

②

DvoraHacohen, “History, Memory, Historiography:The‘TehranChildren􀆳Controversy,”in
Culture, Memory,andHistory: EssaysinHonorofAnitaShapira,eds．MeirHazanandUriCohen
(Jerusalem:ZalmanShazarCenterandTelAvivUniversity,２０１２),２７５Ｇ３１１．[Hebrew]

“TheChildSlayers[Hebrew],” HaChomah, August１３,１９４４．
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Inanissuepublishedseveralmonthslater, thesamelineofattack
persists, aimingtopresenttheZionistmovementasaregimewith Nazi
objectives．TheZionists,liketheNazis,aspiretodestroyJudaism:

Andwhileourbrothersabroadareledtothegallows, andtheir
bodiesmeetthestakeintheevilGoydetentioncamps,weseeinfrontof
ourveryeyestheburningofthousandsofclearandpuresoulsofthe
childreninIsrael,intheexterminationcampsofourownevildoers, who
torturethemandforceuponthemamentalinquisition,tearingfromtheir
softcoresthebeliefinoneGodwhichtheirholyfathersMGAT [MayGod
AvengeThem]wishedforthemastheirsoulsrosetotheheavensbypure
andholyavenues．Aha! Crematoriumsforourbrother􀆳sbodiesinNazi
camps―there, andCrematoriumsforourchildren􀆳ssoulsinZionist
camps―here．①

TheeducationofimmigrantJewishchildrenwassubjecttomanydebates
inthefirstyearsoftheStateofIsraelaswell．TheleadersofNetureiKarta
sawpublicandZionisteducationasanattempttoextractchildrenfromthe
pathoftrueJudaism．②

TheanalogybetweenthephysicalHolocaustandthespiritual“holocaust”

persistedinthepagesofHaChomahduringtheearly１９５０saswell．Anarticle
fromJune１９５０,revolvingaroundtheoppositiontotheeducationgivento
childreninimmigrationcamps, statesthat “as weknow, the Zionists
establishedexterminationcampsinIsrael, wheretensofthousandsofsouls
burneachday,soulsofJewishchildrenwhowerebroughtherefromevery
corneroftheearth．TheZionistGestapoquarantinedthecampsanderected
blockadesbythecamps􀆳entrancestodelaythosewhowanttoenterandalert
parentstothedestructiveterrorhoveringovertheirheads．”③

Similarly, intheprefacetoanarticleconcerningthetreatmentof
immigrants in the immigration camps ( which HaChomah called
“exterminationcamps”),itwassaidthat: “Whilethisiswritten,thicksmoke

①

②

③

“CrematingtheSouls[Hebrew],” HaChomah,February７,１９４５．
KimmyKaplan,AmramBlau:TheWorldofNetureiKarta􀆳sLeader,４７９Ｇ４８０．
ZviJacobson, “OntheSoulsofOurChildren[Hebrew],”OmAniChomah,June１,１９５０．
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isseengatheringandrisingfromeveryrefugeecampacrossthecountry．．．The
Zionistswhonowwieldpowerarethisverydayontheirspiritualextermination
quest．．．aswastheirtarget．”①Afterwhich,thewriterponderedastowhich
exterminationwasworsesince “theiractivity [theeducationalactivityof
Zionists]hasinitanelementthatcompeteswiththeNazi􀆳sactionsinthe
MajdanekandAuschwitzgaschambers．②

InanissuefromApril１９５０,anarticlewaspublishedundertheheadline:
“InAuschwitzandinIsrael．”③ Fromtheheadline,itisevidentthatthe
article􀆳scontentaimedtocreateaparallelbetweenthelivesofJewsinNazi
concentrationcampsandthelivesofreligiousJewsinZionistIsrael．Inother
words－itassertedthatNaziobjectivesduringthe Holocaust, i．e．, the
destructionoftheJewishpeople, andthedesiresoftheZionistregimeto
destroytheJewishreligionintheStateofIsrael,areidentical．

TheeventsthattookplaceinAuschwitzaredescribedbyaHolocaust
survivor whocriticizedthe wayJewish prisoners who wereassignedto
superviseforcedlaborandothertasksinthecampconductedthemselves．He
presentsthemasNazicollaborators,eventhoughheknewfullwellthatthey
hadbeenforced,ratherthanchosen,toactthewaytheyhad．

Intheinterview,theHolocaustsurvivorcomparestheZionistregimewith
theNaziregime．Heexplainsthatbyvirtueofitssecularism,theZionist
regimeisanapostateone, sinfulandblasphemousinitsessence, which,
throughforce, seekstodetachimmigrantsfrom Torahvaluesandfrom
halakha (Jewish law )． The writer called the immigration camps
“concentration”and“extermination”camps,thepurposeofwhichwastoforce
JewishpeopletoleavethepathoftheTorahandreligiousbeliefinGod．④

Ⅳ．ZionismasResponsiblefortheHolocaustand
thePhysicalDestructionofEuropeanJewry

　　GershonGreenberg,ascholarofJewishtheology,foundthatduringthe

①

②

③

④

“IntheFire􀆳sTongues[Hebrew],”OmAniChomah,July２７,１９５０．
Ibid．
S．Halevi, “InAuschwitzandinIsrael,”OmAniChomah,July２７,１９５０．
Ibid．
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firstyearsoftheSecondWorldWar,OrthodoxJewishthinkersemphasizedthe
roleofAmalek－agenerictermforthetraditionalenemyoftheJewishpeople
whoembodiesevilthroughouttheworldaspartofthedivineplantobringthe
JewishpeoplebacktotherighteouspathoftheTorah．However,asthewar
wentonandtheextentofevilincreased,itbecamemoredifficulttojustifythe
horrorswiththeclaimofdivineprovidence．Someturnedtoanexplanation
focusedontheinnerAmalek, partandparceloftheJewishpeople, who
encouragedtheouterAmalek, meaningtheNazigentiles (goyim,i．e．,nonＧ
Jews)．①

YearsbeforetheHolocaust,RabbiElchananWasserman (１８７４Ｇ１９４１)－a
prominentrabbiandleader of Agudath Israel who was killedin the
Holocaust－wrotethattheinnerAmalekprecedestheouterAmalekandfeeds
itbyaskingJewstoassimilateintootherculturesandpeople,leadingto
increasedhatredtowardstheJews．WassermanbelievedthatbeliefinGod,as
wellastheTorah,ispartofhumanexistenceandthatwithoutit,the “evil
inclination” (yetzerhara) growsandmanifestsitselfinblasphemyandidol
worship(avodazara)．Accordingly,theblasphemybroughtaboutbynational
andsecularJudaism－thedestructionoftheTorahandpersecutionofits
followers－was,infact,adeclarationofwaragainstGodthatledtotheinner
destructionoftheJewishpeople．Forthesereasons, RabbiWassermansaw
thosevariationsofJudaismasaninnerAmalek,onethatfueledtheexternal
hateinherenttoothernationsandultimatelyledtotheHolocaust．②

HaChomah􀆳sfirstissuequotedWasserman􀆳sideas,copiedfromhisbook
ACollectionofNotes．Hisideologywasadaptedtofitthetimes:

Anditiswritten,GodfightswithAmalekfromonegenerationtothe
next,andtheTorahtestifiesthatthewarpersistsineverygeneration
untilthecomingoftheMessiah．Butinpreviousgenerations, whenthe
TorahruledinIsrael,thewarwaswagedbytheseedofAmalekfromthe
gentilenationsoftheworld．Butsinceweunburdenedourselvesfromthe

①

②

GershonGreenberg, “AmalekinHolocaustＧEraOrthodoxJewishThought,”inBioethicaland
EthicalIssuesSurroundingtheTrialsandCodeofNuremberg: NurembergRevisited,ed．JacquesJ．
Rozenberg(Lewiston:EdwinMellenPress,２００３),２０３．

Ibid．,２０５Ｇ２０６．
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Torah,theseedofAmaleknowsprawlsinourmidstand multiplies
amongourconvertedtoenrage．．．①

TheidentificationofZionismasablasphemoussecularmovementisthe
ideologicalbasisfor NetureiKarta􀆳sisolationism．Accordingtothem, in
wishingtoresembleothernationsandpeoples, Zionismaspiredtobuilda
nationalhomewithouttradition, withouttheTorahanditscommandments,

and,indoingso,itbroughtaboutthedestructionoftheJewishreligion;

therefore,itwasseenastherootofalltheevilsexperiencedbytheJewish
people．

Ⅴ．BlamingZionistsforSabotagingtheRescueofJewsintheHolocaust

Accordingto NetureiKarta, theZionistleadership􀆳shatredtowards
diasporaJews, especiallyreligiousJews, wasnotmanifestedonlyintheir
forcedsecularizationofJewishchildrenbutalsointheireffortstosabotagethe
rescueofultraＧOrthodoxJewsinEurope．Thus, Zionistswereblamedby
NetureiKartaforparticipating,alongsidetheGermans,inthemurderofJews
duringtheHolocaust．

AttheendofAugust１９４４,NetureiKarta􀆳sjournalincludedthesupposed
testimoniesofreligiousJewswhoimmigratedthroughtheeffortsoftheJewish
Agency􀆳s “Rescue Committee” (VaadHahatzalah)．Thecommittee was
formedinJanuary１９４３afterreportsthatconfirmed,attheendof１９４２,the
systematicexterminationofEuropeanJews．Thecommittee􀆳sgoalwastoact
asanumbrellaorganizationfortheentireYishuvin MandatoryPalestine,

whichwouldincludethevariousfactionsandcoordinaterescueefforts．
ThearticlereferredtoactivitiesaimedatrescuingHungary􀆳sJewsthat

year．Itstitle, “RescueCommitteeorExterminationCommittee,”impliesits
content:

SomeTorahＧobservantJewssay: Those [ZionistJews] whowere
appointedagentsoftherescuecommitteedonotallowaTorahＧobservant

① “OurCondition [Hebrew],” HaChomah,Sivan１９４４．Seealso: “OurCondition [Hebrew],”

HaChomah,December１４,１９４４．
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Jewtoberescued．Theydonotgivehimroomtoboardaship,orany
meansofrescue,underanycircumstances．．．Theyalsosay:agentsofthe
rescuecommitteecame,carryingfortunes,toafamousplaceofslaughter
tosavealistoftwentyＧeightblasphemousZionists,theirfriends．And
whenthesewerenotfoundthere,otherJewsbeggedthemtobesaved
nowthattheyhadnootherchoice,andthose[theagents]refusedtohear
andwentbackwhencetheyhadcome．①

TheZionistleadership,andtheRescueCommitteeasitsrepresentative,

werethuspresentedasacrueldevil,theenemyoftheJewishpeople, who
wishedtodestroyHarediJudaismand“finish”theGermanmission．

Behindtheseclaimsliesacomplexreality．TheNazisinvadedHungaryin
March１９４４．Priortotheinvasion, DavidBenＧGurion,thentheheadofthe
JewishAgency,hadproposedtotryandputpressureonBritaintoincreaseits
quotaofimmigrationpermits, whileatthesametimeincreasingthesums
allocatedforrescue．②Adebateragedbetweenvariouspartiesandmovements
regardingimmigrants􀆳demographicsandtheallocationofseatingontheships．
AgudathIsraelclaimeditwas marginalized, andthatdespiteagreements
promisingitsixpercentofimmigrationcapacity,theshipsthathadarrivedin
AprilandMaydidnotincludeevenoneofitsmembersoraffiliatedpersons．③

Itcannotbeignoredthatthroughoutthedebatesthattookplaceinthe
Jewish Agency, complaintswereraisedamongsomeoftheZionistparty
leadersconcerningthenumberofantiＧZionistimmigrants．Ontheotherhand,

otherofficialsagreed with AgudathIsraelthatthenumberofimmigrant
membersfromtheirranksontheshipswasindeedsmall．Thedebatewas
mainlymoot, however, since,inpractice, theoperatoroftheRomanian
shipyardwasaGreekmancalledYankiPandelis,andthepeopleoftheMossad

①
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“Aha! RescueorExterminationCommitteeGod Have Mercy?! [Hebrew],” HaChomah,

August３０,１９４４．
TuviaFriling, ArrowsintheDark: DavidBenＧGurion,theYishuvLeadership,andRescue

AttemptsDuringtheHolocaust, Vol．２(Madison:TheUniversityofWisconsinPress,２００５),４Ｇ５．
ChaimShalem, A Timeto TakeActiontoRescueJews: AgudatYisraelin EretzIsrael

Confrontingthe Holocaust１９４２Ｇ１９４５ (SdeBoker: TheBenＧGurion ResearchInstitute/BenＧGurion
UniversityoftheNegev,２００７),１８４Ｇ１８５．[Hebrew]
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AliyahBetknewthathismotivationswereentirelyfinancial．①

YitzhakGruenbaum,aPolishJewishleaderduringthe１９２０s, wasthe
head of the Rescue Committee． Gruenbaum, as the committee􀆳s
representative,washimselfputunderfireinthepagesofHaChomah,bothfor
beingasecularZionistandforleadingtherescueefforts, whichwerelargely
unsuccessful．② Hewasattackedanddescribedasonewhomaliciouslyand
intentionallyactedtoexterminateHarediJudaismbasedonpersonalgrudges．
Hisson, Eliezer, whowasimprisonedinAuschwitzduringthewar, was
criticizedseverely:

ThereisacertainJewinPolandnamedGruenbaumwho,duringthe
lastfiveyearsofthewar,placedhimselfattheserviceoftheNazisand
becameaGestapoagent,theexecutoroftheexterminationofPolishJews．
Gruenbaum didhisjob withzeal, deliveredhisownpeopletothe
slaughter,crushedtheskullsofbabiesandinfantsusinghisveryhands,

threwthousandsofbrothersandsisters,oldfolkandelderly,rabbisand
tzadikim [righteouspeople]intothegaschambersandfurnaces, [and]

broughtthousandsoftheSonsofIsraeloutofhidingandputthemonthe
gallows．．．They, theZionistleaders, know betterthananyonethat
Gruenbaum,theson,inheritedthemoralsandideologyofthefather．He
hadlearnedfromhimthelessonthatthegoat􀆳slifeissuperiortothatofa
humanbeing, andthatstandingonthebloodofJewsforwhichever
interestispermitted,heunderstoodthatadeathblow mustbegivento
HarediJews．．．③

ThearticlealsoclaimsthatGruenbaum used moneyallocatedforthe
rescueofEuropeanJewsinordertosavehisson, whowasunderarrestin
Parisatthetime．Accordingtothearticle,theleadersoftheYishuvwere
awarethemoneywasbeingusedforthesepurposesbutkeptquietbecausethey
fearedthatpublicknowledgemightturntopublicoutrageor,worse,thatthe

①
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DinaPorat,TheBlueandtheYellowStarsofDavid:TheZionistLeadershipinPalestineand
theHolocaust１９３９Ｇ１９４５(Cambridge: HarvardUniversityPress,１９９０),２４７Ｇ２４９．
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moneytheyhadbeenreceivingmightstop．①

Thesearebaselessclaims．Eliezer (Itche) Gruenbaum,sonofYitzhak
Gruenbaum,was,infact,imprisonedinAuschwitzattheendofJune１９４２,

wherehe wasappointedtovariouspositions, oneof which wasblock
attendant．Whenthewarended,hereturnedtoParis．

InAugust１９４５, hewasarrestedforassistingtheNazisandbecame
subjecttoinvestigationsafterhavingbeenidentifiedinthestreetsbysome
survivors．Duringtheseinvestigations,hemethisfathernumeroustimes．He
waseventuallyreleased, largelythanksto hisfather, whosoughtout
witnessestotestifyonhisbehalf,butalsobecausehewasarrestedinFrance
foranoffensethatneithertookplacewithinitsterritorynoragainstits
citizens．Therefore,hecouldnotbetriedinthecountry．②

Asfortheallegationitself,oncethescopeofcalamitiesbecameapparent,

andevenmoresoafter１９４２,theelderGruenbaumactedprodigiously, within
hisposition, torescueJewsdespiteholdinganadvisoryoffice with no
executivepowers．③IndeliberationswithintheJewishAgencyinthesummerof
１９４４followingtheoccupationofHungary, Gruenbaumasserted,contraryto
BenＧGurion􀆳sopinion, thata Zionistprerequisiteshould notbesetfor
immigration．ThiswasduebothtocommonperceptioninJewishpublicopinion
andbecauseinRomania,towhichJewishrefugeesescaped,everyonewasinan
appallingstatethatmadepreferencesofthiskindillＧadvised．④

Ⅵ．TheZionistLeadership􀆳sIndifferencetowardstheHolocaust

AlongwithGruenbaum,HaChomah mentionedDr．Chaim Weizmann,
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whoserved aspresidentofthe World Zionist Organization duringthe
Holocaust．InanarticlepublishedintheSeptember１９４８issueandwhichwas
mainlyasevereindictmentagainsttheJewishAgencyasrepresentativeofthe
Zionistmovement,thetwowereaskedtorespondtoallegationsthatnumerous
opportunitiestorescueEuropeanJewsaroseduringthewarandthatthese
wereintentionallyblocked, despiteknowingfullwellthatthiswasadeath
sentenceforJewswhowerenotrescued．Thearticlearguedthatthesupposedly
reductivestatementsbyWeizmannandGruenbaumregardingEuropeanJews
duringthe Holocaust wereallegedlyproofoftheirdecisiontoabandon
EuropeanJewrytotheNazis．①

Accordingtothearticle,atthebottomofthehierarchyofEuropeanJews,

intheeyesofZionismanditsleaders,stood,allegedly,religiousJews, who
didnothaveanyrighttoexistasfarasZionistswereconcerned．Thatiswhy
theydidnotmeritbeingrescued,andthereisnoproblemwiththem “going
intothefurnaces．”②

ThearticlestatedthatthesameleaderswhoabandonedJewishpeopletodiewere
thosewhosepolicyofingratiationatthefeetofforeignnations－inordertonormalize
theideaofJewishnationalism－hadledtogrowingantisemitisminEurope．Inthis
way,Zionism,accordingtotheauthorsofthearticle,aided,directlyandindirectly,

theHolocaustandthedeathsofmillionsofJews．③

Atthepeakofthe１９４８ War, aroundthetimeIsraeldeclaredits
independence,HaChomahpublishedanopinionpieceentitled“IsThistheLove
ofIsrael?”ThewriterarguedthatthedeathsofhundredsofJewsinthewar
didnotindicatededicationandsacrificeforideals,astheZionistssoughtto
portrayit, butagravecrime, anintentionalmass murder．Whatguided
ZionismanditsleaderswasnottheloveofIsrael,butthehatredofit．
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“TheJewishAgencyIsRequiredtoRespondwithaClearYesorNo[Hebrew],” HaChomah,
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TheproofwasthattheZionistsweretheoneswhohaddeliveredTorahＧ
observantJewsintothehandsoftheNazissothattheformerwouldnot
becomeanobstacletotheirfutureplans: “Andwhomightthesebe,theones
whodeliveredintoNazihandsinEuropethoseamongtheJewswhowouldn􀆳t
takeaZionistShekel; whomighttheybe, whopersecutedTorahＧobservant
Jewstodeathduringthewarandafterward, whomighttheybe,ifnotthese
soＧcalled‘LoversofIsrael．．．’”

Throughhiswords, thewriterdirectlyconnectedthe Holocaust, the
establishmentoftheStateofIsrael,andthe１９４８War,andexplainedthaton
itswaytofulfillingitsprimaryobjectiveofestablishingastate,Zionismwas
willingtoactattheexpenseofthesufferinganddeathsofmanypeople,and
dragIsraelintoabloodywarnotonlywiththeArabslivinginPalestineatthe
timebutwitheveryArabnationsurroundingit．TheZionistsactedthesame
way, thearticleargued, duringthe Holocaust, whentheyintentionally
sabotagedtherescueofreligiousJewsaspartofitsplantoestablishasecularＧ
Zioniststate．①

Inthesamespirit,in１９４８, two monthsafterIsrael􀆳sdeclarationof
independenceandattheendofthefirsttemporarytruceinthewar,HaChomah
publishedanarticlewithasimilarorientation－notonlyaretheZionistsnot
reallythetraditionalsonsofIsrael,buttheyaimtouproottheTorahofIsrael．
Accordingly,thesecularZionistnationisjustliketheothernationsofthe
world．Assuch,itparticipated,alongwithothernationsoftheworld,inthe
destructionofsixmillionJewsduringtheHolocaustbystandingaloofandout
ofaclearinterestinachievingitsultimategoal―establishinganationＧstate．

ThewriterarguedthattheZionistspersistedinthiswaybydraggingthe
peopleintoawarthatresultedintheunnecessarylossofmanyJewishlivesfor
atheologicallyillegitimatecause,aJewishstate:

Theyareanationaslowastherestofthegoyim [othernations]．
Justliketherestoftheworld􀆳snationsstoodaloofandkilledoursix
millionbrothersinEuropewiththeirownhands,justlikethem,the
modernnationoftheZionists,theytoohaveahandinthecruelmass

① Y．P．, “IsThistheLoveofIsrael? [Hebrew],” HaChomah, March４,１９４８．
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murderofmillionsofourmartyrs．Itis,therefore,nowonderthatwhen
theydeclaredastate,theyfavorablyrememberedthatenemyoftheJews,

Hitler, mayhisnameandmemorybeblottedout, whohadhelpedthem
intheireffortstoestablishtheirnationbyexterminatingmillions．They
followhiminhiswaysasamodernnationbydestroyingthousandsand
tensofthousandsofpeacefulinhabitantstoachievetheirfalseobjective．①

Thus, accordingto NetureiKarta, thebirthoftheStateofIsrael
constitutesheresyagainstGod􀆳swilland,therefore, mustbecondemnedand
confrontedfiercely．Moreover, Zionism, onitswaytoselfＧfulfillment, had
doneintentionalevil－whetherinthe１９４８Warthattookthelivesofmany,or
earlier,innotrescuingEuropeanJewsfromextermination,standingbyand
evenactivelyaidingtheirdestruction．

Ⅶ．TheKasztnerTrial

AttemptstolinkZionism withNaziactionsdidnotrevolveexclusively
aroundthoseactingfromwithintheYishuv．AccordingtoNetureiKarta,the
moraldeclinewhichcharacterizedtheZionistleadershipaftertheestablishment
oftheStateofIsraelwastetheredtothewayitsrepresentativesactedin
Europe,andgenerallytoallthosewhoidentifiedasZionists,whowereseenas
suspectedcollaborators,②orworse－ascentralcausesfortheexterminationof
EuropeanJewry．

Dr．Israel(Rezs ) Kasztnerwas,duringtheSecondWorldWar,oneof
theZionistsmovement􀆳smostprominentleadersandamemberoftheAidand
RescueCommitteeinBudapest．Aspartofhisrole, henegotiatedwiththe
Germans,afactknowntotheZionistleadershipinMandatoryPalestine,to
saveHungarianJews．Afterthewar,Kasztner􀆳srescueeffortsandtheresults
thereofprovokedacontroversythatreacheditspeakinthe GreenwaldＧ
Kasztnertrial．Thetrial, whichcommencedonJanuary１, １９５４, quickly
turnedpolitical．Atitscenterstoodthepoliticalandethicalproblemsthe
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ZionistleadershipfacedconcerningrescueeffortsduringtheHolocaust．①

ThetrialbeganwithacriminalcomplaintforlibelfiledagainstMalchiel
Greenwald,agonzopamphleteerwhohadaccusedKasztnerofcollaborating
withtheNazisandabandoningJews．InJune１９５４, Kasztnerturnedfrom
accusertoaccused,andthetrialtransformedintotheKasztneraffairanda
fiercepublicdebateoverthepoliciesoftheZionistleadershipinMandatory
PalestineduringtheHolocaust．ItwasonlyatthispointthatNetureiKarta􀆳s
journalfounditapttopublishanarticleaboutthetrial．Kasztner􀆳snamewas
notmentionedinthearticle．Instead,Zionism,asamovement, wasblamed
forparticipatinginthedestructionofHungarianJewry:

AndnowcomesthetrialbetweentwoHungarianimmigrants,which
placesinfrontoftheZionistjudgetheshamefulconductoftheZionistsin
itsentiretywhenitcametosavingtheJewsofHungary．Thehairsof
one􀆳sheadshouldstandonenduponhearingtheatrociousdetailsofhow
theseignoble murdererslenttheirhandsindelayingandsabotaging
rescue,alltohelpeachothertoestablishtheapostatestate．Thedetailsof
how,withtheirveryhands,theymisledoneoftherescueagentsandput
astoptotheentireplan areterrible．Andterrible, too, arethe
declarationsandresponsesoftheZionistleaders, whoopenlysaidthat
theywouldnotletthedetailscometolightoranythingconcerningtheir
Zionistinclinations,evenifthecostwouldexceedhundredsofthousands
ofJews, whowere,forthesereasons,ledtotheirexterminationinthe
fieryfurnaces．．．②

ItwasforareasonthatthewriterchosetoarguethattheKasztnerTrial
supplieddecisiveevidencethatZionismwasactivelyandmaliciouslysabotaging
therescueeffortsofJewsduringtheHolocaust．Greenwaldhimselfhadmade
thiskindofallegationinhispamphletswhenheexplainedthatKasztnerchose,

allegedly,tosavehisrelativesandaffiliatesforbribemoney, whileeveryone
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else, HarediJewsamongthem,weresenttotheexterminationcamps．①

Thehistoricaltruthisdifferent．ThedecisionsonthemakeＧupofthe
passengersweremadebyasmallcommitteeheadedbyAutoKomoly,the
directorofthe Rescue Committee．Alongside Kasztner, thiscommittee
consistedofadditionalrepresentatives,includingsomefromtheOrthodox
communityinCluj．Kasztnerwasakeyfigureinthisaffair,buthewasnotthe
onlyonewhodecidedwhowouldboardwhichtrain．②

Theproceedings, whichplacedtheleadershipoftheYishuvalongside
Kasztnerattheforefrontoftheaccusations,affectedpublicopinionanddidnot
gounnoticedbyNetureiKarta, whichfounditfertilegroundsfortheirantiＧ
Zionistideology．InordertoprovethattheZionistideaanditsproponents
broughtaboutadisaster,theFebruary１９５５issueofthemovementmentioned
anotheraffairconcerningtheHolocaustalongsidetheircoverageatthepeakof
theKasztnertrial．Theaffair,namelythereparationsagreementbetweenIsrael
andWestGermany,hadalreadyledtowidepublicdebateatthetime．③

Thewritersemphasizedthatthetrialconfirmedtheclaimconcerning
Zionism􀆳sresponsibilityduringtheHolocaust;itwasnotmerelyapassive
participantbutactivelycollaboratedwiththeNazis,andtheproofofthislayin
Kasztner􀆳sdeeds．Asifthiswasnotenough,accordingtothearticle,Zionism
wentfurtherbytakingreparationmoneyandGermancommoditiesaspartof
thereparationagreement,inthemannerof“Hastthoukilledandalsotaken
possession．”④

OnJune２２,１９５５,theverdictwaspassedinKasztner􀆳strial．Init,Judge
BenjaminHalevi,thepresidentofthedistrictcourt,determinedthatKasztner
had“soldhissoultothedevil,”forinhisactionsasaNazicollaborator,he
hadeffectivelysupportedtheNaziexterminationoperation．

Ninedayslater,anarticlewaspublishedinNetureiKarta􀆳sjournalunder
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thelarge,boldedheadline: “TheKasztnerTrial．”Thiswasthefirsttimesince
thisjournalbeganreportingonthetrialthatthenameofIsraelKasztnerwas
mentionedastheprimarydefendant．

Nevertheless,thecontentaccordedwiththemannerofreportingthat
NetureiKarta􀆳sjournalhadtakenuntilthen,emphasizingthat “duringthe
Kasztnertrial, ZionistleadersinIsraelwerealsoaccusedofaidingthe
extermination．”Furthermore, “Tous,thisisnotnew．HarediJewsknewand
stillknowthattheZionistsarethehatersofJudaism,inmindandinspirit
alike．”①

InmidＧJuly１９５５, thejournalreturnedtotheKasztnertrial．Again,

Kasztnerwasnotmentionedbynameasadefendant,andthearticlebeganby
stating: “AZionistdirectlyparticipatedintheexterminationofaboutamillion
HungarianJews．”②Thetimingofthesepublicationsisnoteworthy－shortly
afterward,onJuly２６,Israel􀆳sthirdparliamentaryelectionsweresettobe
held．Itwasatumultuouselectionwiththetrial,especiallytheverdict,inthe
background．Allsidestriedtoexploittheverdictduringtheircampaignsfor
politicalgain．③

NetureiKartadidnotparticipateintheelection．Nevertheless,itsleaders
wantedtoremindthepublic, especiallyclosetotheelections, that “The
Zionistshaveceasedtobe‘suspects’andarenowdirectdefendantsontrialfor
themassexterminationoflargeJewishgroups．”④ Kasztnerhimself,itwas
claimed,wasonlyoneexampleofZionism􀆳scrimes,andthereforementioning
himbynamewasofnoimportance;itwasenoughtosaythathewasa“NazoＧ
Judes,”andthathefeltthat “therewerea millionsuperfluousJewsin
Hungary;this ‘excess’ hetried, dedicatedwholeheartedlytotheHitlerite
Asmodeus,toremove．”⑤

WhydidKasztnercollaboratewiththeNazis,accordingtotheauthors?
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TheysuggestedthatnotunliketheZionistleaders,heactedoutofheartfelt
hatredforHarediJewsandtopreventtheirmigrationtotheLandofIsrael．He
wentasfarasnegotiatingwiththeNazis,whicheventuallyledtothemsending
hundredsofthousandsofHungarianHarediJewstotheirdeaths．①

InJanuary１９５７, proceedingscommencedintheappealthestatehad
submittedagainstBenjaminHalevi􀆳sverdictinthehopeofclearingKasztner􀆳s
name．However,onthenightofMarch３,１９５７,Kasztnerwasmurderednear
hishome．ThemurderstruckanerveinIsraelisocietydespiteitspoliticaland
ideologicalpolarization, whichwasexpressedinthevariousnewspapersthat
reportedwithshockontheassassination．②

NetureiKarta,foritspart,chosetoignorethemurder．Onlyattheendof
thatmonthdiditmentionitinasmallarticle, whichdeepenedthedemonic
imageoftheZionistregime．ThearticlearguedthatKasztner􀆳sassassinshad
learnedfromtheirZionistpredecessorshowtraitorsandopponentsshouldbe
treated,ashadbeenthecasewithDr．JacobIsraëldeHaan(１８８１Ｇ１９２４)③－the
spokespersonfortheantiＧZionist HarediJewsinJerusalem － who was
murderedinJune１９２４attheentrancetotheShaareZedek Hospital (an
operation possibly carried out by the Haganah due to De Haan􀆳s
communicationswithBritishandArableaders)．

Ⅷ．TheEichmannTrial

OnMay２３, １９６０, DavidBenＧGurionannouncedthecaptureofAdolf
EichmannandofhisbeingbroughttoIsraeltostandtrial．Eichmannwasone
oftheprominentarchitectsofthe HolocaustofEuropeanJewry．④ The
announcementelectrifiedthenationandbecamethemaintopicofdiscussionin
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theIsraeliＧJewishpublic．①

Incontrast, NetureiKartareferredtoEichmann􀆳sarrestonlyatthe
beginningofJuneanddeclaredintheirjournal: “Thelandtrembles,anda
greatuproarsoundsfromtheedgeoftheZioniststate．．．aftermanyyearsthey
werenowabletocatchthevileenemyofIsrael, AdolfEichmann, mayhis
nameand memorybeblottedout, andbringhim clandestinelytotheir
country．”②

WhileIsrael􀆳sstreetswerebrimmingwithnationalprideandhungerfor
vengeance,NetureiKartachosetopresentthefuturetrialasanattemptbythe
Zioniststo“fabricatehistory”andcleartheirnameaftertheKasztnerTrial,

whichhadrevealedtothepublicthattheyhadcollaboratedwiththeNazis．③

Indeed,intheyearsleadinguptothecaptureofEichmann,bothrightand
leftＧwingpoliticiansclaimedBenＧGurionwasnotdoingenoughtocapturethe
Nazicriminalbecauseofsomefearthat,ifheweretostandtrial, Eichmann
wouldexposehistiestoKasztner,andtheaffairwouldreturntotheheadlines
andhauntBenＧGurionandhisparty,asitindeeddidduringthetrialitself．④

NetureiKarta􀆳sjournalpresentedthetrial􀆳sobjectives,supposedlycitingBenＧ
Gurionhimself,⑤and,atthesametime,claimedthattheZionists􀆳ultimate
purposewastocleartheirnamefromtheirguiltwhichhadbecomepublic
knowledge．Whatwasthisguilt? Thearticle􀆳stitle, “TheInveiglerandthe
Killer．．．OneJudgestheOther．．．”speakstoit．Itoriginatesinapassagefrom
MidrashNumbersRabbahinthenameofRabbiShimon: “Howdoweknow
thataman􀆳sinveiglerdoesmorethanhiskiller? Forthekillerkillsinthis
worldandleavesapartforthenextone, whiletheinveiglerkillshiminthis
worldandinthenextone．”⑥

①

②

③

④

⑤

⑥

HannaYablonka, TheStateofIsraelvs．Adolf Eichmann (New York: SchockenBooks,

２００４),３３Ｇ３６．
“TheInveiglerandTheKiller．．．OneJudgestheOther．．．[Hebrew],” MishmeretChomatenu,June

９,１９６０．
Ibid．
OraHerman, TheFurnaceandtheReactor: BehindtheScenesattheEichmannTrial (Tel

Aviv: HakibbutzHameuchad,２０１７),１７．[Hebrew]
“TheInveiglerandTheKiller．．．OneJudgestheOther．．．[Hebrew],” MishmeretChomatenu,June

９,１９６０．
NumbersRabbah２１:４[Hebrew]．
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Therefore, Zionism isthe worstsin．Accordingto Neturei Karta􀆳s
journal,theNazismightbeguiltyofexterminatingtheJewishpeopleby
killingtheirbodies, buttheZionists􀆳sinisgreaterbecausetheirnotionsof
Jewishnationalism,blasphemousinthemselves,ledtoantisemitisminEurope
andtoahatredofJewsthatbroughtabouttheirdestruction．Accordingtothe
article,theKasztnerandEichmanntrialsprovedthattheZionistsparticipated
intheHolocaustbycollaboratingwiththeNazisandnegotiatingwiththem．

Inthefollowingissue,NetureiKarta􀆳sjournaldescribedhowtheZionists
meanttocleartheirnamesofthebloodshedofmillionsofEuropeanJews．
Theyintendedtodothis,thearticleclaimed, bydraftingspeciallawsthat
wouldallowforEichmanntostandtrialinIsrael．①TheissueofIsrael􀆳sright
totryEichmannwasatthecenterofthedebateassoonasEichmannwas
broughttothecountry．Atthattime, BenＧGuriondeclaredthatIsraelwasa
sovereignstateandthatithadtherighttotryEichmanninanIsraelicourt,by
Israelijudges,andaccordingtoIsraelilaws．②

AfterdiscussingEichmann􀆳scaptureanditsimplications, NetureiKartadidnot
tendtothematterfurther．Onlysixmonthslaterorso,followingEichmann􀆳sformal
arrestinIsraelandwhilepreparationsforthetrial,whichwasduetobeginonApril
１１,１９６１,wereunderway,didNetureiKarta􀆳sjournalpublishtwoarticlescriticizing
ZionismanditsroleintheHolocaust．

InsteadofdealingwithEichmannhimselfandhiscrimesasanenemyof
theJewishpeople,thejournalchosetofocusagainonblamingthevictim,as
someonewhosepartinthedestructionofEuropeanJewrywasevengreater
thanthatoftheperpetratorofthecrime－citingthemurdererhimselfand
treatinghiswordsashistoricaltruthandfact．

Shortlyafterthetrialbegan,thecoverpageofthemouthpiecepublished
anarticle,spreadacrosstwopages,andtitled: “TheZionistsTryEichmann,

①

②

S．D．Katz, “TheeWhichFramethMischiefbyaLaw [Hebrew],” MishmeretChomatenu,June
２３,１９６０．

OraHerman,TheFurnaceandtheReactor:BehindtheScenesattheEichmannTrial,６１Ｇ６５;

Yehiam Weitz, “TheHolocaustonTrial: TheImpactoftheKasztnerandEichmannTrialsonIsraeli
Society,”IsraelStudies１(１９９６),１７．
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MayHisNameand MemorybeBlottedOut．”① Thearticlebrimmedwith
criticismandaccusations, accordingto whichtheprimarycauseforthe
destructionofEuropeanJewrywasZionism,thenationalambitionsofwhich
meantbreakinganoathnotto “immigrateasawall”andendedultimatelyin
bringingabouttheHolocaust．

Thearticlestated, “Ifonetookeverythingintoaccount,onewouldfind
thattheseblasphemousZionistsarefarworsefortheHouseofIsraelthanall
ofitsenemiesandopponentshitherto．AllevilnationsthreateningIsraelhave
notdonetothepeopleofIsraelwhattheZionistscametodo[withtheirmany
iniquities]．”②

ApartfromanotherarticlethatcontinuedtoblameZionismanditsleaders
fortheHolocaustthroughtheEichmanntrial,③thejournaldidnotdiscussthe
EichmanntrialfurtherＧnotthesurvivors’ testimonies, theverdict, orthe
deathsentence, whichwaseventuallygiven,northeexecution．This, while
thetrialandthetestimoniesheardinitwereatthecenterofthepublicagenda
inIsrael．④

ThegreatimportanceoftheEichmanntrial,asexplainedbythehistorian
HannaYablonka,wasthatitgeneratedadoubleshiftinconsciousness:Onthe
onehand,itcrystallizedinformationabouttheHolocaustintoknowledgeand
consciousness,andontheotherhand,itboundtheHolocausttotheIsraeli
nationalethos．⑤

AccordingtoMichalShaul,ascholarofHarediHolocaustmemory,the
EichmanntrialchangedattitudestowardtheHolocaustalsointhemainstream
ultraＧOrthodoxpublic．Intheeyes of HarediJews, Kiddush Hashem
(sanctificationofGod􀆳sname) wasabsentfromthetrial, whichinstead
emphasizedZionistvaluesofarmedheroismandpresentedIsraelastheonly

①

②

③

④

⑤

“TheZionistsTryEichmann, May HisNameand MemoryBeBlotted Out [Hebrew],”

MishmeretChomatenu, April２７,１９６１．
Ibid．
“Eichmann:IWasEnthusedbytheZionistIdeaanditsInitiator, Herzl(theNameoftheWickedShall

Rot) ‘SomeCountry,SomeFirmGroundundertheirFeet[Hebrew],’” MishmeretBeitenu,June２９,１９６１．
Yehiam Weitz, “TheHolocaustonTrial: TheImpactoftheKasztnerandEichmannTrialson

IsraeliSociety,”１９．
HannaYablonka,TheStateofIsraelvs．AdolfEichmann,２２２．
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refugefortheJewishpeople．①TheultraＧOrthodoxfactionsfelt,accordingly,

thattheywerenotpermittedtotakepartinshapingIsraeliremembranceofthe
Holocaust．Asaresult,intheearlysixties,theultraＧOrthodoxremembrance
oftheHolocaustwasnolongerintegratedwiththegeneralhistoricalmemory,

butbecameacounterＧmemoryinwhichthetwotypesofheroismwereseenas
polaropposites．②

Inanycase,changesinHolocaustremembranceinIsraelisocietyatlarge,

includingamongultraＧOrthodoxfactions, didnotleaveamarkonNeturei
Karta．ThemainfunctionofEichmann􀆳strialforthemovementwastoserveas
anotherpieceofsupposedlysupportingevidencetoblameZionismandits
leadersfortheHolocaustofEuropeanJewry．

Conclusion

NetureiKarta􀆳sjournal,likeotherHaredinewspapers,functionedasa
toolinanideologicalstrugglemorethanasaplatformforcrediblenews
articles．③ Accordingly, HaChomah,initsvariousincarnations,isamirror
thatreflectsthespiritandvaluesthatcharacterizedthisgroup．

NetureiKarta􀆳spersistentandrelentlessstruggleagainstZionismshaped
thewayin whichtheirjournaltreatedthe Holocaustandrelatedevents．
NetureiKartaclaimedthattheZionistscontributeddirectlyandindirectlyto
theexterminationofJews,mainlyreligiousJews,andwereresponsibleforthe
spiritualHolocaustthatbefellJewishpeople．

ThoughNetureiKartaisnumericallyasmallgroupin Haredisociety, the

①

②

③

MichalShaul, “Holocaust Memoryin UltraＧOrthodoxSocietyinIsrael: Isita ‘CounterＧ
Memory?’”TheJournalofIsraeliHistory３２ (２０１３),２２１．RoniStauberaddsthatinarticleswritten
duringthefiftiesinultraＧOrthodoxparties􀆳newspapers,theheroismofthefightersintheWarsawGhetto
Uprising,whilestronglyrejectingtheclaimthatthephysicalresistancewastiedtoZionismideologyand
explainingthattheuprisingwasaJewishresistance．See: RoniStauber, LessonsforthisGeneration:

HolocaustandHeroisminIsraeliPublicDiscourseinthe１９５０s (Jerusalem: YadYitzhakBenＧZvi/The
BenＧGurionResearchCenter/BenＧGurionUniversityoftheNegevPress,２０００),１１３．[Hebrew]

MichalShaul, “Holocaust Memoryin UltraＧOrthodoxSocietyinIsrael: Isita ‘CounterＧ
Memory?’”２２８Ｇ２２９．

KimmyKaplan, “Profilesin the Haredi Pressin Israel: History, Development, and
Characteristics[Hebrew],”SectoralMediainIsrael３(２００６):１Ｇ４７．[Hebrew]
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multiplestrugglestheyfoughtinthefiftieswereconcomitantwiththoseofthemain
factionsin ultraＧOrthodox Judaism．As Menachem Friedman explained, their
ideologicalinfluenceisgreaterthantheirdemography, becausemainstreamultraＧ
Orthodoxsocietyregardedthem,especiallyintheearly１９５０s,asmartyrswhowere
willingtopayheavypricesfortheiruncompromisingbeliefs．①

Additionalresearchisneededinordertolearntowhatextentthedistorted
historicalrepresentationoftheHolocaustinNetureiKarta􀆳sjournalaffected
howtheHolocaustandZionismareinterpretedinultraＧOrthodoxsocietyat
large．

① MenachemFriedman,TheHaredi (UltraＧOrthodox)Society－Sources, TrendsandProcesses
(Jerusalem:TheJerusalemInstituteforIsraelStudies,１９９１),９４Ｇ９５．[Hebrew]




