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BetterLeftUnsaid:SexualOffensesandtheHaredim

CarlYonker

Abstract:Thearticleexamineswhenandhow ultraＧOrthodox
newsmediareportsonsexualscandalsinvolvingpublicfigureswithin
andoutsidethecommunity,focusingonthreerecentcasesinvolving
DonaldTrump,YehudaMeshiＧZahav,andChaimWalder．Througha
comparativeanalysisofthereporting (ornonＧreporting) ofthese
scandalsinleadingultraＧOrthodoxdailies (Hamodia, YatedNe􀆳eman,

Hapeles, and Hamevaser), theweekly Mishpacha, andonlinenews
websites (B􀆳HadreiHaredim, KikarHaShabbat, and Haredim １０) it
exploresthestrategiesemployedbyHaredimediawhenreportingon
sexualoffenses．ItdemonstratesthatultraＧOrthodoxmediadonot
primarilyserveasplatformsforreportingnewsofpublicinterest,but
ratherasagentsdelineatingthebordersoflegitimatepublicspeech．
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Introduction

UnlikethesecularpressinIsraelandelsewhere,thepurposeofultraＧ
OrthodoxnewsmediaistoprovideHaredimwith“informationtheyshouldbe
thinkingaboutand [protectthecommunity]frominformationthatmaybe
contrarytothedesiredmoralvalues．”①Its(selfＧconceived)roleisthusnotto
provideacriticalperspectiveofitscommunityor“objective”reporting,butto

① MattEvans, “ExacerbatingSocialCleavages: TheMedia􀆳sRoleinIsrael􀆳sReligiousＧSecular
Conflict,” MiddleEastJournal６５(Spring２０１１):２４６．
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reinforceHaredivaluesand “buildwhattheyseeasthemodelsociety” by
“[reflecting]lessofwhatrealityisandmoreofwhatrealityshouldbe．”①

Producing“clean”newsthatadherestothecommunity􀆳sreligiousvalues
andnormsinanefforttomaintain“aholycommunity”isparamount,resulting
inahighlevelofselfＧimposedcensorshiptoavoidpublishing “inappropriate”

and “forbidden” contentthatviolatestheirreligiousstandards, including
mattersrelatedtogossip,sex,andmodestysuchasprohibitingpublishing
photosofwomenorusingtheirfirstnames．② Thepurposeisnottoignore
issuesorsilence discussion, butto markthe boundariesoflegitimate
discussion．

Todoso,mashgichim (contentsupervisors,i．e．,censors) “readevery
wordbeforeitgoestoprint,”③carefullyensuringreaders,includingchildren,

arenotexposedto “forbidden”content．Inthecaseofthedailynewspapers,

thesecensorsaretheofficialrepresentativesoftherabbiswhooverseeand
supervisetheircommunity􀆳snewspaper．

Reportingonsexualoffensesorevenoncontroversialsexualbehaviorhas
longbeenconsideredatabooandisextremelyrare, particularlyinthe
traditionalprintedpress, whosecensorsarefarmorerigidindefiningthe
boundarybetweenwhatisfitandunfittoprint．Thisresistancetoreporton
sexualoffensesincreaseswhentheyinvolvemembersofthecommunity．When
compelledtocovercasesofsexualabusebecausetheyinvolveprominentpublic
figuresorofficials, Haredimediaoutletsarecarefultoframethestoryanduse
languagethatupholdsavoidinggossip(lashonhara),avoidingpublicshaming
(halvanatpanim),andmaintainingmodesty(tziniut)．
Forexample,euphemisticandcodedlanguageisusedtodescribesexual

offensesinsteadofwordslike“sexualharassment,” “abuse,”and“rape．”The
useofcodedlanguagedoesnotassumeareader􀆳signoranceofthesubjectbeing
addressed．Onthecontrary,thelanguageiswellＧunderstoodbyreaders,and

①

②

③

YoelCohen, “ReligionNewsinIsrael,”JournalofMediaandReligion４(２００５):１８１．
MattEvans, “ExacerbatingSocialCleavages: TheMedia􀆳sRoleinIsrael􀆳sReligiousＧSecular

Conflict,”２４６．
SimeonD．Baumel, “CommunicationandChange: Newspapers,Periodicals,andAcculturation

AmongIsraeliHaredim,”JewishHistory１６(２００２):１６４Ｇ１６６．
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censorsareawarethepubliclikelyknowsandgossipsaboutthetaboosubject．
ScholarlyliteratureonultraＧOrthodoxnewsmediaisrichandhasexplored

differentaspects．①Whenscholarshipaddressedthetopicofsexualoffensesand
Haredinewsmedia,itdidsowithinthebroadercontextofdiscussionson
modestyandongenerallyavoidedtopics．Twoexamplesareusuallyprovided
butnotbroadlyelaboratedonandcomprehensivelyanalyzed－theAugust１９９０
scandalthateruptedwhenYatedNe􀆳emanpublishedanarticleonanattackona
femalesoldierthataccidentallyincludedtheword “rape,”andwhenformer
IsraelipresidentMosheKatzavwasindictedonrapechargesin２００７andforced
toresign．②

Other, morerecentexamples, particularlyseveralthatoccurredwithin
thecommunity,areyettobeexaminedandcompared．Further,intheabove
examples,analysiswaslimitedtotheestablishedHarediprintedpressanddid
notaccount(andinthecaseofthe１９９０scandal,couldnot)fortheevolution
oftheHaredimedialandscape,includingtheriseofonlinenewswebsitesthat
havelargelyfreedthemselvesfromstringentrabbinicaleditorialoversightand
newnewspapers．

GiventhediversityofultraＧOrthodox media, athoroughcomparative
analysisofwhenHaredimediaoutletschoosetoreportonsexualoffensesand
howtheydoso (howstoriesareframedanddescribed,andwhatlinguistic
toolsareused,suchasomissionandeuphemisticlanguage),isimportantfora
broaderunderstandingofthecommunityandthenuancesofHaredimedia．

ThisarticleexamineswhenandhowultraＧOrthodoxnewsmediareports
onsexualscandalsinvolvingpublicfigureswithinandoutsidethecommunity,

①

②

See,forexample: Menachem Michelson, “TheUltraＧOrthodoxPressinIsrael,” KesherNo．８
(November１９９０):１２eＧ２１e;KimmyKaplan, “TheMediainHarediSocietyinIsrael[Hebrew],”Kesher
No．３０ (November２００１): １８Ｇ３０; SimeonD．Baumel, “CommunicationandChange: Newspapers,

Periodicals,andAcculturationAmongIsraeliHaredim,”１６１Ｇ１８６;YoelCohen, “TheMediaChallengeto
HarediRabbinicAuthorityinIsrael,” ESSACHESS．JournalforCommunicationStudies１０ (２０１７):

１１３Ｇ１２８; OrenGolanandNahkiMisholＧShauli, “FundamentalistWebJournalism: WalkingaFineLine
BetweenReligiousUltraＧOrthodoxyandtheNewMediaEthos,”EuropeanJournalofCommunication３３
(２０１８),３０４Ｇ３２０．

See,forexample:SimeonD．Baumel, “CommunicationandChange: Newspapers,Periodicals,

andAcculturationAmongIsraeliHaredim,”１６４;YoelCohen, “TheMediaChallengetoHarediRabbinic
AuthorityinIsrael,”１１７．
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focusingonthreerecentcasesinvolvingDonaldTrump,YehudaMeshiＧZahav,

andChaim Walder．Todoso,thestudycomparativelyanalyzesthereporting
(ornonＧreporting) ofthesescandalsinthe mainultraＧOrthodoxdailies
(Hamodia,YatedNe􀆳eman, Hapeles,andHamevaser),theweeklyMishpacha,

andonlinenewswebsites(B􀆳HadreiHaredim,KikarHaShabbat,andHaredim１０)．
Throughthecasestudies,thestudyaddressesandengageswithseveral

interrelatedquestions．Whatfactorsinfluencethedecisiontocoverornotcover
asexualoffensescandal? Whencovered, howisthescandalframed? What
wordsandexpressionsareusedoromitted? Thoughallarecommittedto
avoidingengagingingossipandpublicshaming,andpreservingmodesty,what
arethesimilaritiesanddifferencesinhowindependentHaredimediaoutlets
andprinteddailiesinterpretanddefinetheseborders?

Ⅰ．UltraＧOrthodoxMedia－ReinforcingtheBelievers

TheHaredimovementemergedinEuropeintheearly１９thcenturyin
responsetotheHaskalah (JewishEnlightenment) movement, Reformism,

andSecularism,insistingonstrictobservanceofhalakha (Jewishlaw)and
resistingandopposingmodernismandchangestoJewishsocialandreligious
practices．①Thisobservantcommunity “livesinexileamongJews,”separate
fromitslessornonＧobservantcoＧreligionistsinan “enclave” or “bounded”

community―agroupthatendeavorstomaintainacohesivegroupidentityby
creatingitsowncultureanddistancingitselffromoutsidersbyestablishing
physicalandsymbolicboundaries．②

FortheultraＧOrthodox,theseboundariesfunctionas “wallsofvirtue”

designedto protectthe community from malign andinsidious outside
influencesofmodernsecularsociety．③The“wallofvirtue”createsadistinction
andseparationbetweentheholy, morallysuperiorcommunityofinsiders

①

②

③

KimmyKaplan, “TheMediainHarediSocietyinIsrael,”１８．
OrenGolanandHeidiA．Campbell, “StrategicManagementofReligiousWebsites:TheCaseof

Israel􀆳sOrthodoxCommunities,”JournalofComputerＧMediatedCommunication２０(２０１５):４６７．
GabrielA．Almondetal．,StrongReligion: TheRiseofFundamentalismaroundtheWorld

(Chicago:TheUniversityofChicagoPress,２００３),２３Ｇ２４,３１Ｇ３４．
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followingGod􀆳scommandsandthe “evil,” immoraloutsiderswhoignore
God􀆳scommandsandposeanexistentialthreattocorruptanddestroythe
community􀆳s observant way oflifethroughthetemptations ofsecular
modernity．①

However,theboundaryseparatinginsidefromoutsideisnotuniform,nor
isitstatic;theultraＧOrthodoxcommunityiscomprisedofdifferentgroups
dividedoverdivergentreligiousinterpretationsandoutlooks,eachofwhich
negotiatesanddefinesitsinteractionwithmodernsecularsocietyinIsrael．②

Nevertheless,theboundaryexistsevenifitisinflux．
TheultraＧOrthodoxpresswasintendedtobeanalternativetothesecular

press, protectingthecommunityfromitsinfluences whilesatisfyingthe
demandfornewswithintheirowncommunities．Thesealternative media
outletsadheredtoTorahvaluesandhalakhicprinciplesasunderstoodby
rabbinicalauthorities, andwereintendedtohelpdevelopthecommunity􀆳s
culture,forgecommonidentities,andshapetheperceptionoftheworld,both
insideandoutsidethecommunity．③

TheearliestHaredinewspaperswereestablishedbyandaffiliatedwith
ultraＧOrthodoxpoliticalparties, andthefourmaindailynewspaperstoday
remainso．Hamodiawasinauguratedin１９５０followingtheestablishmentof
theJewishstatebyAgudathIsrael,connectedtotheGurHasidicdynasty．
Untilthe１９８０s, it wasthe ultraＧOrthodoxcommunity􀆳s mostimportant
newspaperwhenasplitwithin AgudathIsraelbetween HasidicandnonＧ
Hasidiccurrents resulted in the １９８５ establishment of a new daily,

YatedNe􀆳eman．FoundedbyRabbiMenachem ManShach, YatedNe􀆳eman
becamethepaperoftheAshkenazipoliticalpartyDegelHatorahandofthenonＧ

①

②

③

GabrielA．Almondetal．,StrongReligion:TheRiseofFundamentalismaroundtheWorld ,３４．
Ibid．,８５; Kimmy Kaplan, “The Mediain HarediSocietyinIsrael,” １８; MattEvans,

“ExacerbatingSocialCleavages:TheMedia􀆳sRoleinIsrael􀆳sReligiousＧSecularConflict,”２４０Ｇ２４１．
KimmyKaplan, “TheMediainHarediSocietyinIsrael,”２０Ｇ２１; YoelCohen, “IsraeliHaredi

Mediaandthe ‘FemaleFactor,’” ３６７Ｇ３６８; YoelCohen, “TheMediaChallengetoHarediRabbinic
AuthorityinIsrael,”１１６．
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HasidicLithuaniancurrent．①

Morerecently,twonewnewspapersemergedfromsplitswithHamodia
and YatedNe􀆳emanＧHamevaser and Hapeles．First published in ２００９,

HamevesaristhenewspaperoftheShlomiEmuneifactionofAgudathIsrael
thatformerKnessetmemberMeirPorushestablishedduetoasplitwiththe
GurHasidim,whodominateHamodia．Hapeleswasfoundedin２０１２duetoa
leadership disputein the Lithuanian Haredicommunity, becoming the
mouthpiece of the more radically antiＧZionist “Jerusalem Faction”
(HapelegHayerushalmi)alignedwithRabbiShmuelAuerbach, whichbroke
awayfrom theBneiBrakＧbased Lithuanianleadership．Headed byformer
longtimeeditorsofYatedNe􀆳eman,thetwodailiesarefierceandbitterrivals,

articulatingdifferentoutlookswithintheLithuanianHaredicommunity．②

ThereadershipofultraＧOrthodoxdailieshasdeclinedoverthelastdecade
duetothegeneralfallindemandfortheprintedpress,increasinginternet
access,andtheappealof“independent”outletsinprintandonline．According
tothelastavailablesurveyson HaredimediainIsrael,Hamodia hadthe
largest exposure rate within Haredi society (１６􀆰６％) compared to
YatedNe􀆳eman (１６􀆰２％), Hamevaser (１３􀆰５％),andHapeles(１１􀆰２％),but
onlyHamevaser􀆳sexposureincreasedcomparedtopreviousyears (upfrom
１１􀆰０％),whiletheotherpapers􀆳exposuresdeclined(Hamodiafrom１８􀆰１％,

YatedNe􀆳emanfrom１７􀆰１％,andHapelesfrom１３􀆰７％)．③

Amongthe“independent”outlets,i．e．,thosenotdirectlytiedtoapartyorfaction
andwhosetargetaudienceistheHaredipublicasawhole(HasidicandnonＧHasidic),

arethecommercialweeklymagazinesMishpacha(est．１９８４)andB􀆳Kehila (est．１９９７)

andthewebsitesB􀆳HadreiHaredim (est．２００８),KikarHaShabbat (est．２００９),and

①

②

③

MattEvans, “ExacerbatingSocialCleavages: TheMedia􀆳sRoleinIsrael􀆳sReligiousＧSecular
Conflict,” ２４４; Simeon D．Baumel, “Communicationand Change: Newspapers, Periodicals, and
AcculturationAmongIsraeliHaredim,”１６４Ｇ１６７．

YoelCohen, “The MediaChallengeto HarediRabbinicAuthorityinIsrael,” １１６．Onthe
newspapers􀆳rivalrysee,forexample: YehudaHaleviandAviGreenzieg, “TorahScholars: Hapeles
DesecratesHeavenandSpreadsHatred [Hebrew],” B􀆳HadreiHaredim, February１７,２０１４,https://

www．bhol．co．il/news/７５０８３７．
“TGISurveyoftheHarediPress－AlltheStats [Hebrew],” KikarHaShabbat, March２２,

２０１８,https://www．kikar．co．il/journalism/２７１６９３．
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Haredim１０(est．２０１４)．Mishpachahassignificantlygreaterexposurewithinthe
communitythanB􀆳Kehila (２１％to１１％),①whileB􀆳HadreiHaredimandKikar
HaShabbatarethemostfrequentlyvisitedHarediwebsites．

“Independent”outletsareconsideredtobemore“open” (i．e．,publishing
newsonallHarediparties)andtendtooperateindependentlyfromrabbinic
authorityandtheirappointedcensors－Mishpachabeinganexception－while
remainingcarefultoavoidupsettingthecommunity􀆳ssensitivitiesregarding
immoralcontent．② Theiremergencehasbeenanintenselycontestedissue,

with Haredileadersandthedailiesfrequentlyattackingtheweekliesand
websitesasnotbeing“kosher”enoughandathreattoTorahvalues．③

In２００９,forexample,YatedNe􀆳eman, Hamodia,andHamevaserpublished
warningsonthedangersoftheinternetthatsingledoutforreproach“websitesthat
callthemselvesHaredi,” accusingthem ofprintinggossipandlies, spreading
discord,andattemptingto“Hellenize” (i．e．,secularize)thecommunity．④Similar
accusationswereleveledattheweeklymagazinesbyrabbis, but, asnoted
above,independentpublications,ingeneral, arecarefultoadheretoand
respectthecommunity􀆳sreligiousboundarieswhenconsideringwhatisfitto
print,thoughtheynegotiatetheboundariesdifferently．

Atthecoreofrabbiniccriticismliesthefearthatthemoreindependent
weekliesandnewswebsiteserodetheirtraditionalauthorityratherthanaffirm
it．⑤If Harediweekliesand websites, likesecular media, existbeyond
rabbinicalauthorityandthereachoftheirappointedcensors,thentherabbis
havenocontrolovertheinformation, the narrative, and definingthe

①
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“TGISurveyoftheHarediPress－AlltheStats [Hebrew],” KikarHaShabbat, March２２,

２０１８,https://www．kikar．co．il/journalism/２７１６９３．
YoelCohen, “TheMediaChallengetoHarediRabbinicAuthorityinIsrael,”１２２．
Menachem Michelson, “TheUltraＧOrthodoxPressinIsrael,”１４e．
ShacharIlan, “TheCommercialDepartmentoftheHellenists [Hebrew],” TheSeventhEye,

December１４,２００９,https://www．the７eye．org．il/１９８６０．
HeidiCampbell, “WhoseGotthePower? ReligiousAuthorityandtheInternet,” Journalof

ComputerＧMediatedCommunication １２(April２００７): １０４３Ｇ１０６２; Karine BarzilaiＧNahonand Gad
Barzilai, “CulturedTechnology:TheInternetandReligiousFundamentalism,”TheInformationSociety
２１(２００５):２５Ｇ４０; OrenGolanandHeidiA．Campbell, “StrategicManagementofReligiousWebsites:

TheCaseofIsrael􀆳sOrthodoxCommunities,” １０４４; YoelCohen, “The MediaChallengetoHaredi
RabbinicAuthorityinIsrael,”１２０．
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boundariesbetweenwhatispermittedandwhatisforbidden．Inasurvey
conductedbyYoelCohen, “８２％ofHaredirabbisfavored ‘toalargeextent􀆳
thesupervisionofnewspapers, andafurther１３％ favoredthis ‘tosome
degree．’”①Cohen􀆳ssurveyalsorevealedthat７７％ ofHaredirabbisfavor
separate,Haredinewspapersundertheirsupervision“toalargeextent,”while
another９％favorit“tosomeextent．”②

Rabbinicalcontroloverthemediaisintendedtomaintainthecommunity􀆳s
boundariesbypreservingandprotectingitfrom outsideinfluencesdeemed
harmfultoitswayoflifeandreligiousworldview．Thus,thepurposeandrole
ofrabbinicallyＧappointedcensorsaretoensureunacceptablecontentandideas
arenotpublishedwhilepublishingcontentthatreinforcesitsreligiousvalues
andsenseofholiness．③

NatanGrossman,theformereditorofYatedNe􀆳eman,putitthus: “All
inall,ourroleistoreinforcethebelievers．Weprovidethemwithinformation
thatwillassisttheminconfrontingthesecularpublicandinpersuading
unbelievers．Thepaperisapropagandatool．”④Content,therefore, “reflects
lesswhatrealityisandmorewhatitshouldbe．”⑤

Haredieditorsensuretheirpaper􀆳scontentis “clean” and “familyＧ
friendly”anddoesnot“defile”thehomesofitsreaders,avoidingcontroversial
topicsinvolvinggossip,crime,andsexualoffenses,lesttheylosesubscribers
asYatedNe􀆳emanalmostdidwhenitpublishedastoryaboutanattempted
sexualassaultonafemalesoldierthatusedtheword “rape,” whichhadbeen
accidentallyoverlookedbyanexhaustedcensor．⑥ Thisapproachdoesnot
assumetheignoranceofreaderswhoarelikelyawareofthecontroversial
topics．Rather,itallowsreaderstoremainignorantwhilealsoprotectingthem
fromexposuretocontroversialmatterstheydonotwishtobeexposedto．
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③

④

⑤

⑥

YoelCohen, “TheMediaChallengetoHarediRabbinicAuthorityinIsrael,”１１７Ｇ１１８．
Ibid．,１１８．
MattEvans, “ExacerbatingSocialCleavages: TheMedia􀆳sRoleinIsrael􀆳sReligiousＧSecular

Conflict,”２４６．
QuotedinMenachem Michelson, “TheUltraＧOrthodoxPressinIsrael,”２０e．
MattEvans, “ExacerbatingSocialCleavages: TheMedia􀆳sRoleinIsrael􀆳sReligiousＧSecular

Conflict,”２４６;YoelCohen, “TheMediaChallengetoHarediRabbinicAuthorityinIsrael,”１１６．
Menachem Michelson, “TheUltraＧOrthodoxPressinIsrael,”１２e．
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Theselimitationsposeaseriouschallengethatoftenprevents Haredi
mediafromdealingwithproblematictopics,butnotalways．Whenarticleson
problematictopics like sexual offenses are published in newspapers,

magazines, and websites, journalistsemployavariety oftechniquesto
carefullyframeandreportthecontroversialsubjectmattertoavoidcrossing
boundariesofmodestyandlashonhara．

Framingdefineshowrealityisinterpretedandunderstoodbydetermining
whatissuesareaddressedandwhatisignored, whatdetailsareincludedand
whatisexcluded, whereinformationisplaced,andwhatisemphasized．All
canimpactthereader􀆳sperceptionofeventsandpublicopinion,aswellas
expressthepositionofthemediaoutletitselfonparticularevents．①

Inadditiontoframing,avarietyoflinguistictechniquesareatjournalists􀆳
andeditors􀆳disposalwhenreportingonproblematictopics“throughnuancesof
styleandlanguage,”②includingusingneutralterms,euphemisticlanguage,or
omittingproblematicwordsandphrases．Theselinguisticnuancesrevealthe
diversityofultraＧOrthodoxsocietyanditsmedia, distinguishingeachoutlet
fromanother“byfinelines．．．thatoftenmarkthedividebetweenthepermitted
andtheforbidden．”③

Ⅱ．DonaldTrump－ThePreferred(Immoral)Candidate

FewconsiderDonaldTrump,the４５thpresidentoftheUnitedStates,to
beamanofcharacterandhighmoralstandards．Heiscrudeandrude,erratic
andimpulsive,arrogantanddisruptive,acheaterandphilanderer．

Yet, despitehischaracterflaws, moralshortcomings, andimmoral
behavior,TrumpstillmanagedtosecureagreatdealofsupportfromultraＧ
OrthodoxJewsintheUSandIsrael．AccordingtoDeutsch, Haredivoters
“appeartobeadistinctexception” whenitcomestoJewishvotingpatternsin
theUnitedStates,as“alargemajority [ofHarediJews]supportedTrumpin

①

②

③

ThomasNelson,ZoeOxley,andRosaleeClawson, “TowardaPsychologyofFramingEffects,”

PoliticalBehavior１９(１９９７):２２１Ｇ２４６．
SimeonD．Baumel, “CommunicationandChange: Newspapers,Periodicals,andAcculturation

AmongIsraeliHaredim,”１６８．
Ibid．,１６２．
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the[２０１６]generalelection,thoughtherewerealsopocketsofdissentfora
varietyofreasons．”①

HowcouldultraＧOrthodoxsupportacandidatewhoessentiallyembodied
everythingthecommunityopposes? PartoftheanswerliesintheultraＧ
Orthodox􀆳straditionalsupportfortheRepublicanparty;anotherwasdueto
whohisopponentwasin２０１６－HillaryClinton．

Deutschsuggestedthat “notonlydidClintoninheritthebadfeelings
towardPresidentObamathathadlongexistedamongmanyintheHaredi
community,buthergenderalsolikelyhurtherwithatleastsomeHaredi
voters．”②RabbiGershonEdelsteinurgedhisAmericanyeshivastudentsin
BneiBraknottovoteforClintonandfollowtheadviceofRabbiShmuel
Kaminetzky, theheadofthe Philadelphia Yeshiva, tosupport Trump,
declaring,inreferencetoClinton,that“peoplewhodonotbehavehonestly
andtellthetruth,successisnottheirlot．”③

OtherrabbisinBneiBrakhadurgedAmericanfollowersto “voteforthe
manandnotthewoman” because “deathandpoverty”followtheruleofa
woman,whileotherscouldnotconceiveofawomanrulingthegreatestpower
intheworld,declaringthere“wouldhavebeenaflawincreation”wereClinton
elected．④ ThisbroadsupportforTrump wasreflectedin Haredimedia,
influencinghowtheyframedandwroteaboutnewsdamagingtohiscandidacy
orinvolvinghisimmoralbehavior．

OntheeveofthesecondpresidentialdebateinOctober２０１６, Haredi
supportforTrumpfacedanewanddisturbingchallenge．Arecordingof
Trumpmakingvulgarandlewdcommentsaboutwomen,sayinghecoulddo
anythinghewanted,just“grab ‘embythepussy,” wasreleased,ignitinga

①

②

③

④

NathanielDeutsch, “‘BoroughParkWasaRedState’: TrumpandtheHarediVote,”JewishSocial
Studies２２(２０１７):１６０．TheSatmarcommunitywasanotableexception,supportingHillaryClinton,and“roughly
７０percentoftheJewishelectorate”supportedher,inlinewithpreviouselections．Ibid．

Ibid．,１６７．
EliYakobi, “RabbiKaminetzkyExplains: TrumpHasAlwaysActedTruthfullyandHonestly

[Hebrew],”B􀆳HadreiHaredim, November１０,２０１６,https://www．bhol．co．il/news/７７２６０５．
See, forexample: Moshe Weisberg, “KabballistRabbiKook: We WereSavedfrom the

AmalekiteClinton[Hebrew],”B􀆳HadreiHaredim, November９,２０１６,https://www．bhol．co．il/news/

７７２５４４; MosheWeisberg, “RabbiGross:IfClintonwasElected－ItWouldBeaFlawinCreation
[Hebrew],”B􀆳HadreiHaredim, November９,２０１６,https://www．bhol．co．il/news/７７２５６１．
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politicalstormintheUnitedStates．①Inthedaysthatfollowed, morewomen
cameforwardandpubliclyaccusedTrumpofsexuallyharassingandsexually
assaultingthem, addingfueltothe politicaldrama．② While numerous
allegationsofsexualmisconducthavebeenmadeagainstTrump,hehasnever
beencriminallyinvestigatedorcharged,thoughtherehavebeenseveralcases
ofcivillitigationagainsthim．

Giventhecentralityofthestorytothepresidentialcampaignandthe
importanceoftheAmericanelectiontotheultraＧOrthodoxcommunityinthe
USandIsrael, Haredimediaoutletswereconfrontedwithadevelopmentthey
couldnotignoreandthatdamagedtheirpreferredcandidate􀆳selectoralchances．
How,then,didtheychoosetoreportonthescandal,andwhatsimilaritiesand
differencesemergedinthereportsthatappearedinindependentoutletsand
partynewspapers?

WhilenotexcusingTrump􀆳sunacceptablebehaviorandspeech,stories
thatappearedonlineandinprintneverthelessadoptedhistalkingpointsand
absolvedhimofwrongdoing．ThereportsdescribedTrumpasthevictimofa
politicalsmearcampaign and did notseriously engage with hissexual
misconductandinfidelity．Moreover, aswillbeseenbelow, Haredimedia
outletsemployed variouseuphemismstoconveythat Trump had made
unacceptableremarksaboutwomenwithoutmentioningthesexuallyexplicit
natureofhisremarks．

ArticlesonKikarHaShabbat,B􀆳HadreiHaredim, Haredim１０referred
to “embarrassingrecordings” thatcontain “problematicstatements” and
“harshanduglyremarkstowardwomen”andwherehecanbeheard“speaking

①

②

DavidFahrenthold, “TrumpRecordedHavingExtremelyLewdConversationAboutWomen
in２００５,” The WashingtonPost, October７, ２０１６, https://www．washingtonpost．com/politics/
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rudelyaboutwomen” using “derogatorylanguage．”① OnlineHaredioutlets
notedthescandalhadhurtTrumppolitically withinhisownpartyand
threatenedtounravelhiscandidacy, butnoneelaboratedonthesexually
explicitnatureofwhatTrumpspecificallysaidaboutwomen．Todosowouldhave
crossedtheboundariesoflegitimatediscourseandmodesty．Giventhegeneralfervor
withwhichHaredireadersfollowpoliticalintrigueandtheparticularattentionpaidto
theAmericanelections,suchelaborationwasunnecessary;informedreadersknew
exactlywhatTrumphadsaid．

ReportsontheelectionscandalinHaredidailiesvariedsignificantlyin
length,detail,andtone,andtendedtobemorereticentthantheonlineoutlets
inreportingaboutthetapeanditscontents．Inashortarticle, Hamodia
relatedsomeoftheaccusationsexchangedbythecandidates,includingthe
Clintonemailscandal,Trump􀆳srefusaltoreleasehistaxrecords,andTrump􀆳s
proposed“Muslimban,”butavoidedtouchingontherecordingorthedrama
surroundingit．②

Severaldayslater,inanarticlereportingClintonhadwidenedherleadon
Trumpinthepolls, HamodiareferredtoTrump􀆳slossofsupportwithinthe
Republicanpartybutdidnotexplainwhyorthatithadtodo,inpart,withthe
tapeinwhichhemadelewdcommentsaboutwomen．③Hapeles wasonly
slightlymoreforthcomingthanHamodia,notingtheseconddebatewasheld
attheheightofapublicandmediastormaroundTrumpdueto “problematic
statementsthathehadmade”thathadcausedtheRepublicancandidatetolose
significantsupportwithinhisownparty．Whilecharacterizingthedebateas
filledwith “heavybarragesofinsults,”thearticledidnotelaborateonthe

①

②

③

YoniGabai, “ABattleofTapesandLeaksontheWaytotheWhiteHouse[Hebrew],” Kikar
HaShabbat, October８,２０１６,https://www．kikar．co．il/worldＧnews/２１１８９２; DavidLeibovitz, “Aftera
CollapseinthePolls:TheTrumpBrandAlsoSuffersaPainfulDrop[Hebrew],” Haredim１０,October
２５,２０１６, https://ch１０．co．il/news/３１８８８６/; DanielHertz, “TrumpVersusClinton: AParticularly
StormyConfrontation [Hebrew],” Kikar HaShabbat, October１０, ２０１６, https://www．kikar．co．il/

worldＧnews/２１２０１５; Yoeland Bitelman, “Hilary Clinton Versus Donald Trump: Round Two
[Hebrew],”B􀆳HadreiHaredim, October１０,２０１６:https://www．bhol．co．il/news/７７０６９０．

“Survey: TheDemocraticCandidateWontheSecondDebateasWell[Hebrew],” Hamodia,

October１１,２０１６．
“ASenseofPanicintheRepublicanPartyAfterNewPoll[Hebrew],” Hamodia,October１３,

２０１６．
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natureof“theproblematicstatements．”①

IncontrasttoHamodiaandHapeles,YatedNe􀆳emanadoptedadifferent
butcommonapproachwhencoveringcontroversialsubjectmatter－employing
condemnatorylanguagetodistinguishbetweenthe“holy”communityandthe
secularoutside,rightfrom wrong．Whilethisapproachtypicallyappearsin
editorials,YatedNe􀆳eman􀆳sA．BenAharonemployeditinhisnewsarticle,

expressinghis－andthepaper􀆳s－utterdisgustwiththestateofAmerican
politics－andthestateofAmericancultureingeneral．Characterizingthe
second debate as a “mudslinging contestin front of the cameras,”

YatedNe􀆳emanlamentedtheleveltowhichtheAmericanRepublic－andits
presidentialcandidates－hadsunk,comparingthedebatetosomethingseenin
“abananarepublic”thatrevealedAmerica􀆳s“newandrepulsiveface．”②

Unfortunately,thepapertolditsreaders,theuglinessofthedebateand
therevoltingmannerinwhichthecandidatesspokeandconductedthemselves
bydraggingskeletonsoutofeachother􀆳srespectiveclosetshadbecomethe
centralstoryoftheelections．Thus,ithadtobecovered．

ThearticlerelatedthatTrumphadbeenaskedmultiplequestionsabout
“thetape,”includingwhether “hehadchangedsincethedayshespokeso
harshly．” ThelewdnessofTrump􀆳sremarksandthefactthattheywere
directedatwomenwasomitted．ThearticleevenreportedTrump􀆳sresponseto
aquestionregardinghisoutrageouscomments,inwhichherhetoricallyasked
whether Bill Clinton was noteven worsethan him, leaving onlythe
knowledgeablereadertomaketheconnectionontheirownbetweentheformer
president􀆳ssexualassaultscandalsandTrump􀆳slewdremarks．③

ThoughHapelesandYatedNe􀆳eman hadreportedontherecordings,

neithertheynortheotherHaredidailiesfollowedupwitharticlesonadditional
sexualassaultallegationsagainstTrump．Onlytheonlineoutletscoveredthe
mountingcomplaintsofsexualmisconductagainstTrumpafterthesecond

①

②

③

EliyahuAdler, “TheUSPresidentialRace: TheCandidatesDebatedaSecondTime; Trump
LosesSupportofRepublicanParty[Hebrew],” Hapeles, October１３,２０１６．

A．BenAharon, “TheSecondDebate:AMudslingingContestBeforetheCameras－Skeletonsin
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debateuntilelectionday．Forthedailies,thestoryabouttherecordingwastoo
bignottocoverwhenitbroke,butafterthat,therewasnoneedtofollowand
exposetheirreaderstotheinsandoutsofTrump􀆳ssexualescapadesand
dalliances．

InJanuary２０１８,asTrumpwascompletinghisfirstyearinoffice,the
abovereportsregardinghissexualmisconductwereinthenewsagainandat
thecenterofAmericanpoliticaldiscourse．AccordingtoareportbyTheWall
StreetJournal, Trump􀆳sthenＧpersonalattorneyMichaelCohennegotiateda
US＄１３０,０００nonＧdisclosureagreementwithStormyDaniels,thepornstar
whoclaimedshehadhadanaffairwithTrumpin２００６priortotheelection．①

Thehush moneypaymenttoDanielswasconnectedtoabroaderFederal
BureauofInvestigation (FBI)probeintoRussianinterferenceintheelection
andresultedintheFBIraidingCohen􀆳shomeandseizingdocuments．

However,unlikein２０１６,revelationsaboutTrumppayinghushmoneyto
apornstarorhispersonalattorneybeingatthecenterofanFBIinvestigation
werenotaddressedinonlineandprintHaredimediasaveforasinglearticleon
B􀆳HadreiHaredim, whichfocusedonRussiaandmadepassingmentionof
hushmoneypaidtoa “source” (gorem ) beforetheelection．②Itwasnot
newsworthy,andeditorsandcensorsdeemedignoringacontroversialstory
involvingbribesandpornstarsamoreprudentcourseofactionthatupheldthe
valuesofmodestyandavoidinggossip．

ThischangeddramaticallyinAugust２０１８whenCohen,appearinginaUS
DistrictCourtin Manhattan,implicatedTrumpinafederalcrime．Having
reachedapleadealwiththegovernmentbypleadingguiltytobreaking
campaignfinancelawsandtaxfraud,amongothercharges,Cohenadmittedto
makingtwoillegalpaymentstotwowomen “incoordinationwithandatthe
directionofacandidateforfederaloffice”duringthe２０１６electioncampaignto

①

②

JoePalazzoloandMichaelRothfeld, “TrumpLawyerUsedPrivateCompany, Pseudonymsto
PayPornStar‘StormyDaniels,’”TheWallStreetJournal,January１８,２０１８,https://www．wsj．com/
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Disgrace[Hebrew],”B􀆳HadreiHaredim, April１０,２０１８,https://www．bhol．co．il/news/８９９４８６．
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silencethemandinfluencetheelection．①

Cohen􀆳sstunningadmissionincourtandagreementtoturnstate􀆳switness
againstTrump,hisformerclientandthepresident, wasapoliticalbombshell
thatHaredimediacouldnotignore．Yet, whilebothonlineandprintHaredi
outlets,exceptforHaredim１０, werecarefultoavoidanydirectmentionor
suggestionthatthestoryinvolvedwomen,letalonewomenwhowereporn
stars,eachoutletadoptedaslightlydifferentapproachto (not)reportingon
thehushmoneypayments．

Inasnippetonitsfourthpage,HamodiareportedthatCohenhadreached
apleaagreement withauthoritiesregarding Russianinvolvementinthe
elections,butdidnotofferfurtherdetailsanddidnotreportondevelopments
inthestorythatemergedinthedaysthatfollowed．② Like Hamodia,

YatedNe􀆳emanpublishedonlyonereportonCohen,butprovidedreaderswith
fargreaterdetail．ThearticlerelatedthechargesagainstCohen, notingthe
lawyer􀆳sroleintryingtoinfluencetheelectionby “payinghushmoneyto
figuresoutsidethecampaignwhohadembarrassinginformationaboutthe
president,”andhavingdonesoonTrump􀆳sorders．③Nodetailsweregivenas
towhytheinformationwouldhaveembarrassedthepresident．

Similar to YatedNe􀆳eman, Hapeles reported on the “dramatic
development”thatCohenhadhiddeninformationfromthepublicatTrump􀆳s
directionpriortotheelection,arrangingtwopaymentsto“sources”thatcould
haverevealed “negativeinformationaboutTrump” tothepublicwithout
providingfurtherdetails．Moreover, thearticleobscuredthefactthatthe
unnamed“sources” werewomen．④

StrikingafardifferenttonefromtheotherthreewasHamevaser．Ina
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WilliamK．Rashbaum, MaggieHaberman, BenProtess,andJimRutenberg, “MichaelCohen
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coverstoryforthepaper,journalistYaakovLustigmanclaimedAmericanlaw
enforcementwasconductinga“witchhunt”againstTrumpandhadsucceeded
inturningCohenintoastatewitness．①EssentiallyrepeatingTrump􀆳stalking
points,LustigmanportrayedCohenasaturncoatwhohadsuccumbedtothe
pressureandturnedhisbackonTrump．Notasinglementionofthehush
moneypayments,theonlychargesonwhichTrumpwasdirectlyimplicated,

appeared．
Incontrasttothearticlesthatappearedintheprinteddailies, Nathan

Pearl,writingforHaredim１０,wasthemostforthcomingonthenatureofthe
hushmoney．PearlwrotethatCohenhad “admittedtopayinghushmoneyto
twowomensotheywouldnotspeakabouttherelationshipstheyallegedlyhad
withTrump,” and “claimedTrumphimselfhadorderedhimtomakethe
payments．”②Incomparison, EliRothman, writingforKikar HaShabbat,

wrotethatCohenhadsignedapleadealinwhichheadmittedthatTrump
orderedhimtopay “toavoidseriousembarrassmentforhimself[Trump]in
thelastpresidentialelection．”③Rothmanleftituptothereadertoguessto
whomorto whatentityCohenhadpaidthe moneyand whythelatest
developmentinthe“forbiddenfundsaffair” wassodramatic．④

Ⅲ．YehudaMeshiＧZahav―The“Good” Haredi

In March ２０２１, theIsraelidaily Haaretz published a disturbing
investigativepiecerevealingmultipleallegationsofsexualassaultandsexual
harassmentofminorsandwomenagainstYehudaMeshiＧZahav (１９５９Ｇ２０２２),

themediaＧsavvyultraＧOrthodoxfounderandchairmanoftheZAKAvoluntary
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②

③
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YaakovA．Lustigman, “DramaintheUnitedStates:Trump􀆳sAttorneyTurnedHimselfInand
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communityemergencyresponseorganization．①Hispictureplasteredacrossthe
frontpageofHaaretz􀆳sweekendedition,thearticlerelatedhowMeshiＧZahav
hadtakenadvantageofhispositionandfametosexuallyabusesixvictimsover
thecourseofseveraldecades,theearliestdatingto１９８３andthelatestto２０１１．

TheinvestigativereportcamejustdaysafterMeshiＧZahavwasdeclared
thewinneroftheIsraelPrize, thehigheststateＧawardedprize, forhis
contributionstoIsraelisociety．Inthefollowingdays, morecomplaintsof
sexualabusearose,andthefirstsexualassaultcomplaintagainstMeshiＧZahav
wasfiledwiththepolice,whichopenedabroaderinvestigation．Inlightofthe
accusationsagainsthimandamidthefrenzyinmainstreamIsraelimediaover
thestory, MeshiＧZahavannouncedhehadresignedfromhisroleinZAKAand
wasgivinguptheIsraelPrize．②

RaisedinJerusalem􀆳sultraＧOrthodoxneighborhoodofMeaShearimas
partoftheEdaHareditcommunity,inhisyouth, MeshiＧZahavwasknownfor
hispublicantiＧZionistactivismwithintheultraＧOrthodoxcommunity,leading
protestsagainstthestateofIsraelanditsinstitutions．Healsoservedasthe
editorofthecommunity􀆳snewspaper,HaEda．

Overtime,however,hechangedhisviews,infuriatingsomewithinthe
antiＧZionistHaredicommunity．③Intheearly１９９０s,hefoundedthevolunteer
organizationZAKA tohelpidentifyandrecovertheremainsofdisaster
victims, particularlythosekilledinsuicideattacks．ThroughZAKA, he
workedclosely withtheIsraelPoliceandothergovernmentinstitutions．
Throughhisefforts, hewashonoredin２００３asatorchbearerforIsrael􀆳s
IndependenceDay withtorchＧlightingceremony．Healsopromotedreconciliation
betweenthereligiousandsecularcommunitiesinIsraelandadvocatedforultraＧ
OrthodoxrecruitmentintotheIsraelDefenseForces(IDF)andintegrationinto

①
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Israel􀆳sworkforce．①

Duetohisactivism,hisworkwiththestate,andhisbackgroundasan
ultraＧOrthodoxJew, MeshiＧZahavbecameacceptedamongIsrael􀆳ssecular
socialandpoliticalelite, whoviewedhim asabridgeＧbuildingfigureand
symbolofunitywithinIsraelisociety．However,thethingsthatmadehim,as
anultraＧOrthodoxperson,acceptableamongtheIsraeliestablishmentdidlittle
toendearhimtotheHaredipublic,whichconsideredhimamarginalfigureat
bestandsomeonewhohad“left”thecommunityatworst．②

WhiletheMeshiＧZahavaffairgrabbedheadlinesinthemainstreamIsraelipress,as
canonlybeexpectedofsuchasensationalcriminalstory,itwentalmostentirely
unreportedinultraＧOrthodox media．ThedailiesYatedNe􀆳eman, Hamodia,

Hamevaser,andHapeles,aswellastheweeklyMishpacha,didnotmention
theinvestigationatallandavoidedreportingonsubsequentdevelopmentsin
theaffair,includingMeshiＧZahav􀆳ssuicideattemptinApril２０２１andhisdeath
inJune２０２２aftermorethanayearofbeinginacoma．Liketheprinteddailies
andweeklies,theoldestultraＧOrthodoxwebsiteB􀆳HadreiHaredim alsodid
notcoverthestory．ItwouldonlymentionitinJune２０２２, whenitpublished
anobituaryabouthim．③

Thecaseof MeshiＧZahavpresentedatripleＧfolddiscursivechallenge
becauseof(a)hiseagercooperationwiththeZioniststateandhiseagernessto
acceptthehonorsitbestowedonhim; (b)thenatureoftheallegedoffenseshe
committed,whichallegedlyinvolvedhomosexualactswithminors;and (c)

thelong,longperiodofthesilencingoftheseactsincommunitiesthattake
prideintheirmorality．

ThedecisionofHaredidailiesnottocovertheaffairatallreflectedastrict
adherencetomaintainingthe“modesty”and “purity”ofthe“familyＧfriendly”

publications;theycompletelyignoredastorythatwasnodoubtthetalkofthe
townregardlessofhavingthetechniquesandtoolsattheirdisposaltocoverit
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withoutoffendingthecommunity􀆳sreligiousandmoralsensibilities．Inthis
instance,theychosenottouseanyofthosetechniques．

OnlyB􀆳HadreiHaredim􀆳sonlinecompetitors, Kikar HaShabbatand
Haredim １０,chosetocovertheaffair, publishingtheirfirstarticlesafter
MeshiＧZahavresignedfromZAKA．①Explainingthedecisiontocoverthestory
despiteitstaboosubjectmatter,ChaimIloz,theeditorofKikarHaShabbat,

inaninterviewwiththeReligiousZionistnewspaperMakorRishon,explained
thewebsitecouldnotignoreacaseofthismagnitude．②

Iloz,however,emphasizedthattherewereboundariesthewebsitewould
notcrosswhenwritingontheissueofsexualabuse．Hestressedthatthe
website“didnotneedtogointodetails”butonlyneededtomakereadersaware
ofand“understandtheseriousnessoftheactionsandsuspicions．”③Further,

headdedthatthewebsiteiscarefulaboutpublishingnamesandissuing
judgmentoutofconcernthattheaccusationsmayturnouttobeunfoundedand
indictmentsagainstallegedcriminals,dropped．④

Tostay within those boundaries, Kikar HaShabbat usedindirect
languagetodescribethesexualabuseallegations, statingthatpolicewere
investigating “serious allegations” against MeshiＧZahav based on the
testimoniesofsixvictimsheallegedly “attacked,”asreportedbyHaaretz,

withoutelaboratingfurther．Thearticle quoted MeshiＧZahav atlength,

enablinghim toportrayhimself ― andforthearticletoreinforcethe
perception―thathewasthevictimofasmearcampaign．

AccordingtoMeshiＧZahav,theaccusationswere “partoftheprice [he
paid]forthepath[he]hadchosen,” whilethearticlewasnomorethan “an
attempttosettleoldscoresandeliminatehim．”⑤Whileinformedreaderscould
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fillinthedetailsregardingtheallegation,astheaffairwasatopicofdiscussion
amongthe Haredipublic, allowingtheaccusedtoportrayhimselfasthe
victim,unchallenged,suggestsgreatersympathywiththeaccusedthanwith
theallegedvictimsofhisabuse．

Similarly, Haredim１０reportedpolicewereinvestigatingallegationsthat
MeshiＧZahavhad“committedseriousactsagainstwomenandminors”before
printing,infull, MeshiＧZahav􀆳slettertoZAKAvolunteersandworkersin
whichhereferredtotheallegationsas “unfoundedplots,” “gossip,” and
effortsto“closeaccounts[withhim]．”①Intheweeksthatfollowed, Haredim
１０coveredtheMeshiＧZahavaffairextensively,publishingadozenarticleson
developmentsinthecriminalinvestigationinwhichitcontinuedtouseindirect
languagesoastoavoidexplicitlystatingtheallegationshadtodowithsexual
offenses, maintainingitsuseof“seriouscrimes”and “attacksagainstwomen
andminors．”②

Alittleoveramonthafteraccusationsagainsthimbecamepublic, MeshiＧ
Zahavattemptedsuicidehoursbeforeanewexposeontheallegationsagainst
himwastoaironUvda,aninvestigativeprogramonIsrael􀆳sChannel１２．The
macabredevelopmentpresentedHaredieditorswithyetanotherchoiceand
challenge－whethertoaddressthetaboosubjectofsuicideinadditiontothe
tabooofsexualabuseand,ifso,how．Thedailies,aswellasMishpachaand
B􀆳HadreiHaredim, which hadchosen nottoaddressthesexualabuse
allegations,remainedconsistentandignoredhisattemptedsuicideaswell,

despiteitbeingcommonknowledgewithinthecommunityandwithinIsraeli
societyatlarge．

Reportingonthesuicideattempt,Kikar HaShabbatandHaredim １０
wrotethattheformerZAKAchairmanhadbeentakentothehospitalincritical

①

②

AviKatz, “YehudaMeshiＧZahavGivesUptheIsraelPrizeandTakesaBreakfromZAKA．”

See,forexample: “NewInformationReachesthePolice: WomanClaimsMeshiＧZahavAttacked
[Her]FourYearsAgo [Hebrew],” Haredim１０, March１７,２０２１,https://ch１０．co．il/news/６６０９９５;
“MeshiＧZahavAffair:SomeoftheVictimswereSummonedtoTestifyorFileaComplaint[Hebrew],”

Haredim１０, March１９,２０２１,https://ch１０．co．il/news/６６１１８１/．
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conditionafterbeingfoundinhishomebyoneofhissons．① Withoutdirectly
mentioningorsuggestingMeshiＧZahavhadtriedtokillhimself,botharticles
portrayedhimassomeonewhohadsufferedamedicalemergencywhosecauses
wereunknown．

Thearticles, however,indirectlysuggestedthepossiblereasonforthe
deteriorationof MeshiＧZahav􀆳shealth wasthecombinationoftherecent
Haaretzinvestigationinto“seriousacts”and“aseriesofabuses”attributedto
him,thepoliceinvestigation,andtheaboutＧtoＧairinvestigativepieceonUvda．
Nomentionwasmadethattheinvestigationswereintoallegedincidentsof
sexualabuseofyoungmenandwomenandotherminors．②

FollowingMeshiＧZahav􀆳sdeathinJune２０２２aftermorethanayearof
beinginacoma, thethreeultraＧOrthodox websitespublishedobituaries．
B􀆳HadreiHaredim,writingabouttheaffairforthefirsttime,referredtothe
sexualabuseallegationsthatpromptedMeshiＧZahav􀆳sresignationfromZAKA
as“amediastorm”beforestatinghepassedawayafterbeinginacomawithout
mentioningwhatcausedhiscoma．③

Itsobituary, morethanthosethatappearedinKikar HaShabbatand
Haredim１０,embodiedthecommunity􀆳scomplicatedandambivalentviewsof
theman, payinghomageto MeshiＧZahav􀆳searlyactivismonbehalfofthe
community, hisworkinZAKA, andforraisingaTorahＧobservantfamily
whilealsocharacterizinghim asanoutsiderwhohad “left” the Haredi
communityandadopted“Israeliness．”④

IncontrasttoB􀆳HadreiHaredim􀆳sobituary,thoseofKikarHaShabbat
and Haredim １０ distinguishedthemselvesfrom their online and print
competitorsintheirrespectiveattemptstoacknowledgethatMeshiＧZahavhad
attemptedsuicide．BothwebsitesstatedthatMeshiＧZahavhadenteredacoma

①

②

③

④

“Yehuda MeshiＧZahav Takentothe Hospitalin CriticalCondition [Hebrew],” Kikar
HaShabbat, April２２,２０２１, https://www．kikar．co．il/haredimＧnews/３９０２１０; Chaim Twil, “Yehuda
MeshiＧZahavEvacuatedinCriticalCondition: SedatedandVentilatedwithSignsofLife [Hebrew],”

Haredim１０, April２２,２０２１,https://ch１０．co．il/news/６６６６４４/．
Ibid．
AvrumiPearlstein, “TheActivistYehudaMeshiＧZahav(z”l)PassedAway．”

Ibid．; “AYearAfter:TheFormerHeadofZAKAYehudaMeshiZahavPassedAwayattheAge
of６２[Hebrew],” Haredim１０,June２９,２０２２,https://ch１０．co．il/news/７５２５６４/．
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afterhehad “harmedhimself” and “triedtoendhislife” followingthe
publicationofaharshinvestigationinto “serioussuspicionsagainsthim”that
hehad “committedseriousactsagainstmenandwomen, boysandgirls．”①

Yet,evenwhileacknowledgingthatMeshiＧZahavhadcommittedaseriousand
reprehensibleactforbiddenbyJewishlawbyattemptingtocommitsuicide,

thewebsitesmaintainedtheirstancethatgoingintodetailaboutthesexual
natureoftheallegationswouldcrossaline－readersdidnotneedtohearit
fromthem,theyalreadyknew．

Ⅳ．GossipKills－TheChaim WalderAffair

EightmonthsafterjournalistsAaronRabinowitzandShiraElkpublishedtheir
exposeontheMeshiＧZahavaffair,thetwopublishedasecondshockingreportonsexual
abuseallegationsagainstChaimWalder,ahighlyregardedandreveredHarediauthor
andeducator．②PublishedinHaaretz􀆳sweekendedition,theinvestigationwasbasedon
thetestimoniesofseveralwomenwhoaccusedWalderofsexuallyabusingthemwhile
theywereminors．③

Untiltheallegations werepublished, Walderhadbeenconsidereda
belovedandcelebratedfigure, particularlyamongthe Lithuanian Haredi
community．Foroverthirtyyears, heauthoreda weeklycolumninthe
community􀆳snewspaper,YatedNe􀆳eman,andhostedaradioprogramonKol
Chai．Hewrotedozensofbooks,includingthewidelyＧreadchildren􀆳sseries
“ChildrenSpeak,”thatfilledtheshelvesofultraＧOrthodoxhomes．Hewasa
prominentchildren􀆳sadvocateandeducatorwhoestablishedachildandfamily
therapycenterinBneiBrak,amongotherthings．④

Givenhisadvocacyonbehalfofchildrenandfamilies,theaccusationsof

①

②

③

④

“AfteraYearinaComa, YehudaMeshiＧZahavPassedAway [Hebrew],” KikarHaShabbat,

June２９,２０２２, https://www．kikar．co．il/deathＧnotices/４２１９３８; “A YearAfter: TheFormerHeadof
ZAKAYehudaMeshiZahavPassedAwayattheAgeof６２．”

AaronRabinowitzandShiraElk, “WomenTestify: TheAuthorChaim WalderTookAdvantageofUs
SexuallyWhenWeWereMinors[Hebrew],” Haaretz,November１２,２０２１．

Ibid．
EliBitan, “UltraＧOrthodoxSocietyFallsIntoLineandRenouncesWalder[Hebrew],” Makor

Rishon,January７,２０２２,https://www．makorrishon．co．il/news/４４３９０５/．
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sexualabusecaughtthecommunityoffＧguardandleftitinastateofshock,

confusion,andanger．Searchingforanswersandclarity,thesexualabuse
allegationsagainstWalderwerewidelydiscussedanddebatedamongtheultraＧ
Orthodoxpublic (tosaynothingofIsraelisocietyatlarge), evenamong
rabbis,particularlyonsocialmediasites．①

Answersandclarity,however, wouldnotcomefromtheHaredimedia,

whichinitiallyreactedtotheHaaretzinvestigation,aswiththeMeshiＧZahav
affair, withsilence．Notasinglestoryaboutthesexualabuseallegations
appearedonlineorinprint．

Whydidtheseoutlets―theircensorsandeditors―choosetostrictly
adheretothedefaultapproachofnotreportingonsuchtopics, particularly
whentheyoccurwithinthecommunityand,inthiscase,involveacelebrated
figure? HowcouldYatedNe􀆳eman,inlightoftheallegationsand,toacertain
degree,indirectlyacknowledgingtheirveracity, suspend Walderfromthe
newspaperandceaseprintinghisweeklycolumnlessthanaweekafterthe
Haaretzinvestigation,butnotpublishareportonthematter?

Censorsandtherabbisthey represented considered addressingthe
accusationstobecrossingaredline．Theyfearedthatgivingpublicitytoa
scandal(aboutwhichmostlikelyeveryHaredihouseholdhadalreadylearned
fromothersources) wouldindicatethatpublicandtransparentdiscussionofthe
matterwasconsideredlegitimate―somethingtheleadersofthecommunitywereeager
toavoid．

However,Haredimediasubjecttolessrabbinicalcontrolwerenotentirely
silent．Kikar HaShabbatinitiallypublishedanarticleontheaffairbefore
fallingsilentagain,notingWalderhadbeensuspendedfromtheHarediradio
stationKolChaidueto “aseriesofallegations” regardinghisconduct,

including “seriousallegations．．．hehadbehavedinappropriatelytowardshis
patients．”②

TheweeklymagazineMishpacha,inaneditorialpublishedtwoweeks

①

②

DanaBezalel, “ThisisHowtheConspiracyofSilenceAroundtheWriteChaimWalderCrumbled
[Hebrew],” MakorRishon, November２０,２０２１,https://www．makorrishon．co．il/news/４２３３５９/．

“TheAuthorandEducatorChaim WalderSuspendedfromKolChaiRadio [Hebrew],” Kikar
HaShabbat, November１７,２０２１,https://www．kikar．co．il/haredimＧnews/４０５６２６．
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aftertheallegationscametolight,departedfromtheconsensusapproachof
notcoveringstoriesonthesubjectofsexualabuse．①Itdid soin an
unprecedentedmanner,itseditorshavingconcludedthattheaffair,thetopic
dominatingpublicdiscussion,couldnotandshouldnotbeignoredandthat
theirmagazinemustplayaroleandexpressitsviews．②However,theeditors
arguedthatthey wereadheringtothecommunity􀆳sboundariesregarding
modestyandpublicshaming,whichremainedofutmostimportance．
Inaneditorialentitled “NoTimetoWhisper,”themagazineacknowledgedthe

painandshockwithinthecommunitywhileremindingreadersthatitwasnotthe
roleofthemagazineorofindividualsinthecommunitytopassjudgmenton
seriousandimmoralbehaviors．③Further,itemphasizedthatthediscourseon
theallegations, particularlyonessoserious, shouldaccordwithhalakhic
guidelines,butthepublicdomainwasnottheplaceforthesediscussionsas
they“couldleadtopublicshaming, [figuratively]openingone􀆳swoundsand
sheddingtheirblood．”④Indeed, “oneinjusticewillnotbecorrectedbyanother
injustice,andnotallmeansarekoshertoachieveanobjective．”⑤ Without
specificallymentioning Walderortheaffair, Mishpacha suggested Haredi
mediaadoptadifferentapproachthatengagedwiththechallengeconfronting
thepress－confrontingthesinofsexualabusewithinthecommunitywithout
committingsinbypubliclyshamingvictimsandtheaccused．

ItwasonlyafterWaldercommittedsuicidemorethanamonthlater,in
lateDecember２０２１,athisson􀆳sgravesidethatHaredimediawouldengagein
theaffairtoagreaterextent,albeittodifferingdegrees．⑥Astheyhadfromthe
beginning, HamodiaandHamevaserignoredWalder􀆳ssuicideandtheaffair
entirely, neitherpublishinganobituaryforhim norpublishinganarticle

①

②

③

④

⑤

⑥

“Editorial―NoTimetoWhisper[Hebrew],” Mishpacha, November２５,２０２１．
AmySpiro, “SixMonthsAftertheWalderAbuseScandalBroke, HastheHarediWorldSeen

Change?,”TimesofIsrael, May１６,２０２２,https://www．timesofisrael．com/６ＧmonthsＧafterＧtheＧwalderＧ
abuseＧscandalＧbrokeＧhasＧtheＧharediＧworldＧseenＧchange/．

“Editorial―NoTimetoWhisper．”

Ibid．
Ibid．
OnWalder􀆳ssuicide,see: YehoshuaBrenner, “TheAuthorChaim WalderCommittedSuicide

AfterTestimoniesPublishedAgainstHim [Hebrew],” Haaretz,December２８,２０２１．
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discussingtheaffairandacknowledginghisdeath．
YatedNe􀆳emanpublishedanobituaryfor Walder, whichwasexpected

givenWalder􀆳sstatuswithintheLithuanianHaredicommunityandthathehad
authoredaweeklycolumnforthepaperfordecades．Italsopublisheda
religiousopinionofRabbiGershonEdelstein, thepaper􀆳soverseer, which
arguedwhythe mediawasnottheplaceforaddressingissueslikethose
involvedintheWalderaffairinanefforttojustifyandexplainthesilenceofthe
Haredipress．

Theobituarymadenomentionofthecircumstancesregardinghisdeath,

writingthatthe“renownedauthor” was“suddenlytakenatanearlyage．．．to
hisheavenlyhome” whilevisitinghisson􀆳sgrave．①Regardingtheaffair,the
paperwrotethatWalder“recentlyhadbeenaskedtotemporarilystopwriting
hisregularcolumnandtakeabreakfrom writing [ingeneral]．”② Censors
ensuredthatthesexualabuseallegationswerenotmentioned,norwasthere
evenahintthatWalderwassuspected－evenconvictedbyarabbinicalcourt－
ofbeingasexualpredator．Instead, thepapermaintainedits “purity” by
ignoringtheissuesoasnottopresentanimmodesttopictoitsreadersor
publiclyshameWalder．

Hapeles,despiteitslongdisdainandcriticismofWalder,anditsrivalry
withYatedNe􀆳eman, thepaperfrom whichitsplitin２０１２, considered
YatedNe􀆳eman􀆳sflatteringeulogyfor Walderaprovocation．Itpublisheda
scathingfullＧpagerebukeremindingreadersofthestrictprohibitionagainst
praisingthewickedwhohavesinnedanderred．③Theharshrebukeappearedin
theformofanexegesiswithoutmentioningitsjournalisticrival, Walder,or
theaffair．

Employingthis “condemnatory” editorialapproachenabledHapelesto
maintainits “purity” whilealsoreinforcingitsownsenseof “holiness” by
teachingitsrivalsamorallesson．TakingitstitlefromPsalms５０:２１,inwhich

①

②

③

M．Berger, “RabbiChaim Eliezer Walder, May His MemoryBeaBlessing [Hebrew],”

YatedNe􀆳eman,December２８,２０２１．
Ibid．
RabbiAryehChaimson, “OntheAgenda: ‘IWillRebukeYouandPresenttheCaseBeforeYour

Eyes[Hebrew],’” Hapeles,December３１,２０２１．
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GodtellsthewickedthatHewillrebukethemfortheirtransgressionsandlay
thecaseagainstthembeforetheireyes,thearticleproceededtolayout“the
case”against“thewicked”－WalderandYatedNe􀆳eman．Urgingreadersnotto
followYatedNe􀆳eman􀆳spathbyjustifyingthewicked,callingevilgood,and
darknesslight,itwarnedagainststrengtheningtransgressorswithwordsand
tonotassociatewiththosewhoagreewithinjustice;onedoesnotpraisean
individualwhotransgressesthe Torah and violatesitscommandments．
RecallingProverbs１７:１５ (“One whojustifiesthe wickedandone who
condemnstherighteous,BothofthemalikeareanabominationtotheLord”),

thearticlecondemnedthosewhoknewaninjusticehadbeencommittedyet
continuedtojustifythetransgressor．

OnthesamedaythatHapeles􀆳srebuttalappeared,YatedNe􀆳emanpublishedthe
viewsofRabbiGershonEdelstein．Inhis “Torah Views” (da􀆳atTorah)column,

entitled“AndYouShowedThemtheWay,”Edelstein,pushingbackagainstcritics,

defendedthedecisionbyhispaperandotherHaredioutletstonotaddressanyaspectof
theWalderaffairontheirpagesorwebsites．

EdelsteinwentsofarastosuggestthatWalder􀆳sdeathwasnotasuicide,

butmurder,claimingpublicgossipandcriticismdrovehimtotakehisown
life．ReferencingapassagefromtheGemarathatstates, “onewhopublicly
shameshisfriend [hamalbinpaneihavero] hasnoshareinthe Worldto
Come,”① Edelsteinaccusedthoseopenlydiscussingtheaffairofpublicly
shamingWalder,therebyendangeringtheirshareintheWorldtoCome．②His
arguments addressed a core question raised in public discourse and
Mishpacha􀆳sNovembereditorial― whether Haredimediahasarolein
addressingtaboosubjectmatter．Edelstein􀆳sanswerwasclear―no,itdidnot,

andtodosowouldamounttoengaginginsinandemulatingthebehaviorof
secularJews．

①

②

b．BavaMetzia５９a．ThepassageintheGemaraaddressesKingDavid􀆳saffairwithBathshebaand
whatGod􀆳sjudgmentisononewhoengagesinintercoursewithamarriedwoman．Accordingtothetext,

suchaman􀆳spunishmentisexecution,buthehasashareintheWorldtoCome．However,theonewho
publiclyhumiliatesanotherinpublicdoesnothaveashareinthe WorldtoCome, renderingthe
transgressionofpublicshamingworsethanadultery．

RabbiGershonEdelstein, “AndYouShowedThemthe Way [Hebrew],” YatedNe􀆳eman,

December３１,２０２１．
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WithoutmentioningWalderbyname,Edelstein􀆳sopinionmadeaseriesof
interrelatedpointsontheissuesofgossipandpublicshamingsurroundingthe
affair―boththesexualabuseallegationsandhissuicide．Edelsteinargued
victimsmustconsultwiththeappropriateauthoritiessothemattercanbedealt
withconfidentiallyandwithdiscretion, emphasizingthatgivingtestimony
(aboutsexualabuse) doesnotconstitute “gossip” (lashonhara) andthat
“withdiscretion,thereiswisdom．” Thosespreadinginformation,especially
explicitandobscenedescriptionsofsexualabuse,inthemediawhoarenot
personallyaffectedbythematterarenothelpingthevictims, butcausing
greaterharmratherthangood．Edelsteinexpressedhisshockathow “the
childrenofAbraham,Isaac,andJacob” ―theHaredim ―couldfollowthe
pathof“theevildoers” (harasha􀆳im,e．g．,secularJews)byengaginginpublic
gossipandseeking “revenge”throughpublicshaming,statingtheonewho
doessotransgressestheTorahandisconsideredamurderer．①

Turninghisattentiontothemedia, Edelsteinbluntlystatedthatthe
mediawasnottheplaceforaddressingissueslikethoseinvolvedintheWalder
affair．Newspapersandjournalistscoveringthestorywerecommittingthe
prohibitedactofpublicshamingand wereresponsibleforruininglives,
“sheddingblood,”andmurderingthoseaboutwhomtheywerepublishing．In
ruiningpeople􀆳slives,newspapersandjournalswerenotactinginaccordance
withJewishlaw, whichdictatesmattersmustbedealtwithinaprofessional
anddiscreetmanner．Hisunambiguousandbroadcriticismofthe “terrible
faults” ofmodern massmediathatcoveredtheaffair, however, wasnot
enough．

Goingfurther, Edelstein asserted the moralsuperiority of Haredi
newspapersandofrabbinicaleditorialoversightandcensorship,statingthat
ultraＧOrthodoxnewspapersstoodaworldapartfromtheircontemporariesby
continuingtoactresponsiblybydeferringtotherabbisindeterminingwhat
issuesshouldnotbereportedandwhatshouldbeignored．Inotherwords,

rabbinicalauthoritywouldbeupheld,andnooneshouldexpectthetraditional
ultraＧOrthodoxprintedpresstochangeitsapproachtothesematters．

① RabbiGershonEdelstein, “AndYouShowedThemthe Way [Hebrew],” YatedNe􀆳eman,

December３１,２０２１．
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Edelsteinsuggestedthatother Haredi mediaoutletsshouldconsider
themselveswarnedthatdeviatingfromtheacceptedapproachwouldamountto
transgressingJewishlaw．Yet,washiswarningwarranted?

GiventheperceptionofHaredinewssitesas“freeandindependent”news
sourcesthatabjuretherabbinicaleditorialoversightofthedailypress,itwas
assumedtheircoverageoftheaffairwouldmatchorevenexceedMishpacha􀆳s．
Yet, untilWalder􀆳sdeath, onlyKikar HaShabbathadpublishedanything
abouttheaffair,B􀆳HadreiHaredimandHaredim１０choosingtoignoreitlike
thetraditionalpress．Allthree,however,publishedobituariesforWalderthat
differedonlyslightlyintheircontent,euphemisticallynotedhiscommitting
suicide,andcarefullyavoidedcastingjudgmentonorshamingWalder．

B􀆳HadreiHaredimandKikarHaShabbatransimilarheadlinesontheir
websitesstatingthat“attheageof５３,theauthorChaim Walder,ofblessed
memory,passedaway,”① whileHaredim １０􀆳sheadlinestated, “theauthor
andeducatorChaim Walderwasfoundlifelessnexttohisson􀆳sgrave．”②Their
obituarieseuphemisticallyspokeofthecircumstancesofWalder􀆳sdeathas
being “unfortunate” and “tragic．”③B􀆳HadreiHaredim didnotmentionthe
affair,whileKikarHaShabbatandHaredim１０wroteof“seriousaccusations
thathehadbehavedinaninappropriatemanner” and “serioussuspicions
[Walder] hadcommittedseriousacts．”④ Themostfundamentaldifference
betweentheobituariespublishedonlineandthatpublishedinYatedNe􀆳eman
wasKikarHaShabbatandHaredim１０􀆳sdecisiontomentiontheaccusations
againstWalder．

Haredim１０,however,setitselfapartfurtherfromtheothertwoonline
outletsandtheprintedpress．Itsobituarywastheonlyonetomentionthat
Walder􀆳sdeathcameshortlyafterRabbiShmuelEliyahu,theheadoftheSafed

①

②

③

④

“AtOnlyAge５３,theAuthorChaim Walder, MayHisMemoryBeaBlessing,PassedAway
[Hebrew] ,” Kikar HaShabbat, December２７, ２０２１, https://www．kikar．co．il/deathＧnotices/

４０８７０８;“BlessedbetheTrueJudge: TheAuthorChaim WalderPassedAwayat５３ [Hebrew] ,”

B􀆳HadreiHaredim,December２７,２０２１,https://www．bhol．co．il/news/１３１８６４１．
ChaimTwil, “TheAuthorandEducatorChaim WalderwasFoundLifelessNexttoHisSon􀆳s

Grave[Hebrew],” Haredim１０,December２７,２０２１,https://ch１０．co．il/news/７１１３４８/．
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—５８　　　 —

rabbinicalcourt, had announced hisruling against him based on the
testimoniesof２２women．①Further,thewebsitepublishedmultiplearticleson
theaffair, includingontherabbinicalcourt􀆳sproceedings, exploringthe
affair􀆳simpactonWalder􀆳svictimsandHaredisocietyatlarge,andhowto
discusstheaffairwithchildren．②

Haredim１０reportedonaninterviewEliyahugavetotheIsraeliradio
stationReshetBetinwhichhedeclaredthathewasnotsurprisedthatWalder
committedsuicide, callingit “anattempttosilencethevictims．” Going
further,Eliyahustated, “suchpeopledonotgotoHeaven,”comparingthe
severityofWalder􀆳sactstomurderandevenexpressingadegreeofreliefthat
Walderwasdead,stating “theworldhadbecomeabitpurer”as “dozensof
othergirlshadbeensavedfromharm．”③

OnlytheweeklyMishpacharaised,inthecontextoftheaffair, the
questionofwhattheroleoftheHaredipressiswhensuchscandalsarise．
Though nota directresponseto Edelstein􀆳sda􀆳at Torah, Mishpacha
publishedacolumnentitled “WeCannotIgnore,”inwhichthemagazine􀆳s
editorsdoubleddownontheirposition．Astheyhadin November, the
magazinearguedthattheultraＧOrthodoxcommunity, includingits major
mediaoutlets, mustnotevadeaddressingtheseriousallegationsagainst
Walder(thoughitdidnotmentionhisname)．Toremainsilentandtrytorun
awayfromitwouldbeirresponsible;theeasy,evasivepathwastobeavoided．
Themomentdemandedaresponse, despitethecomplicatednatureofthe

①

②
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affair,declaring, “woetousifwespeakandwoetousifwedon􀆳t．”①

Theeditorialacknowledgedthat“theseissueshaveneverbeendiscussedin
theultraＧOrthodoxcommunitynorinanultraＧOrthodoxnewspaper．Onthe
otherhand,theultraＧOrthodoxcommunityhasneverfacedsuchacomplex,

difficult,talkedabout,andirrepressiblehour．”②Further,itlamentedthatthe
affairmanagedtobreakdownthedefensivewallsthecommunityhasbuiltto
protectitschildrenandthoseusedbytheultraＧOrthodoxpresstoavoiddealing
withdifficultissues,asavoidingtheissueoffers“protection”indifficulttimes
and“protectschildrenfrominformationthatmayharmtheirsouls．”③Yet,the
unprecedentedmannerinwhichtheaffairwasbeingdiscussedamongthe
Haredipublicrenderedtheabovemeaninglessintheeyesofthemagazine􀆳s
editors．Theyasked,whatgoodisapolicyofsilencewhenchildrenarealready
aware?

Challengingthecommonviewthatmediawasnottheplaceforsuchtalk,

theeditorsstatedthattheroleofthemediawastobearesponsible,involved
actorthatleadsthedesiredsocialprocessundertheguidanceofspiritual
authorities．However, astheyhadbefore,theeditorsemphasizedthatthe
magazinewoulddoso“onlyaccordingtotheTorahandrabbinicauthority,and
willguardagainstcrossinghalakhicandmoralboundariesthatareforbiddento
cross．”④

Conclusion

Thewayinwhichthescandalsabovewere (andmoreoftenwerenot)

reportedreveals Haredi mediaoutlets, regardlessofrabbinicaleditorial
oversight,adheretoandrespectthecommunity􀆳sreligiousboundarieson
gossip,publicshaming,andmodestywhenconsideringwhatisfittoprint．
UltraＧOrthodoxmediadoesnotserveasaplatformforreportingnewsofpublic
interest,butratherasanagentdelineatingthebordersoflegitimatepublicspeech．

①

②

③

④

“Editorial― WeCannotIgnore[Hebrew],” Mishpacha,December３０,２０２１．
Ibid．
Ibid．
Ibid．
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Yettheboundariesarenegotiateddifferently．Thisresultsinadegreeof
diversityamongHaredimediaoutlets, whosedifferencesarenuancedbythe
taboosubjectstheychooseto (not)cover, howtheyareframed,andwhat
languageis(not)used．

Thedailies, directlyandtightlycontrolledbycensorsonbehalfof
rabbinicalleaders,arethemostaversetopublishingstoriesonsexualoffenses,

particularlythosethatemergefrom withinthecommunity, buttheabove
examplesillustratethattheweekliesandwebsitesalsosharetheaversion．
Still, websitesare morelikelyto publish articles on sexualoffenses,

employingavarietyoflinguistictechniques,includingusingneutralterms,

euphemisticlanguage,oromittingproblematicwordsandphrases．
Yet, the commitment to publishing “clean” news that avoids

“inappropriate”or “forbidden”contentremainsparamount,asnotdoingso
mayresultinthelossofsubscribersandreaders．Theresultofthis
commitmentmeans Haredimediaoutletsremainspaceswhere meaningful
discourseonsexualoffenseswithinandoutsidethecommunityisabsent．

SomethoughttheWalderscandalwouldconstituteaturningpointinthe
relationshipbetweentheHaredicommunityandthemediaitconsumeswhenit
comestothesubjectofsexualoffenses．Giventhatthedailiesmaintainedtheir
traditionalapproachtonotaddresstheseissuesatallandthatwebsiteslargely
failedtobefreeandindependentvoices,itisdoubtfulwhetheranysignificant
changehasindeedoccurredinrecentyears．Onlywiththerevelationofanew
scandalwillonebeabletotellifthewallsofsilencehavebeenbrokenandthe
Haredimediaismorereadytoserveasaspaceforsuchdiscourse．




