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TherecentIsraelielectionshavehandedtheultraＧOrthodox minority
unprecedentedandoutsizedpoliticalpower．Demographictrendssuggestthat
by２０６５,oneinthreeIsraeliswillbelongtothisgroup．Giventhereligious
dogmatism oftheultraＧOrthodox, theirregressivesocialviews, andtheir
minimalcontributiontotheIsraelieconomyandtoitsarmedforces,some
IsraelishavebeguntoseriouslydoubttheviabilityoftheZionistenterprise,or
atleasttoconsideritgravelyendangered．

Thisspecialissuecomprisesfiveresearcharticlesandoneexceptional
documentthatexploredifferentaspectsoftheultraＧOrthodoxinIsrael．The
articles, allwrittenespeciallyforthisspecialissuebysecular, Religious
Zionist,andultraＧOrthodoxscholars,engagewithpolitical,social,cultural,

educational, psychological, andtheologicaldimensionsofultraＧOrthodox
existenceinthemodernStateoftheJews．

ThespecialissueoriginatesinthefirstannualconferenceoftheShandongＧ
TelAvivInstituteforIsraelandJewishStudies, whichtookplaceonMay９,

２０２１．Theconferencewasattendedbyaparticularlylargeaudiencefrom
China,Israel,theUnitedStates,France,andothercountries,indicatingthe
growinginterestinasocialgroupwhoseimportanceanduniquenessinvite
moreacademicattention．




