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BeaMan:TheCrisisofMasculinityandIdentityAnxietyin
HowardJacobson􀆳sTheMakingofHenry

RAOXue
Abstract:TheMakingofHenrybyHowardJacobsonissetagainstthebackgroundthat

JewishimmigrantsfromEasternEuropeseektointegrateintoBritishsociety．Ittellsthestory
ofHenry,theprotagonist, whoisaccusedoflackingmasculinity,lostinidentityanxietyand
becameamarginalmanwithoutasenseofexistence．Onthebasisofcombingtheaccusations
ofEuropeanmalediscoursehegemonyagainstthe“feminization”ofJews,thispaperanalyzes
theinternalreasonswhyHenry􀆳sfatherIzziseagertoreshapeJewishmasculinityinthenovel．
Theexamination ofhisownJewish masculinity withthehegemony of European male
discoursecausedHenry􀆳sconfusionandlossofhisownidentity,aswellasadeepsenseof
shame．Henry􀆳sreconsideration ofthe hegemony of European male discourse reflects
Jacobson􀆳spositiveresponsetohowtoconstructJewishidentityintheanxietydilemmaof
“feminization”．
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