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Maimonides􀆳Interpretationof“theAccountoftheChariot”:

APreliminaryStudyoftheSecondoftheTwoFociin
TheGuideofthePerplexed

ZHANGYing
Abstract:Inrabbinictradition, ma‘asehbereshith (theAccountoftheBeginningorthe

WorkoftheBeginning) whichisconnectedtoGenesis１,andma‘asehmerkabah (theAccount
oftheChariot), whichisrelatedtoEzekiel１and１０,aresecretknowledgeofGodthatare

prohibitedtoteach．InTheGuideofthePerplexed, Maimonidespointsoutmorethanonce
thatthefirstpurposeofhisTreatiseistoexplainwhatcanbeexplainedoftheAccountofthe
BeginningandoftheAccountoftheChariot．Meanwhile, healsostatesthattheAccountof
theBeginningisidenticalwithnaturalscience, andtheAccountoftheChariotwithdivine
science．Inthissense,thesetwoAccountscanbeseenasthetwofocioftheGuide．This
articleattemptstodecodeMaimonides􀆳esotericinterpretationoftheprophetEzekiel􀆳svisions
oftheChariotintheGuideinthelightofhisdiscussionoftheAccountoftheChariotandof
theAccountoftheBeginninginBookofKnowledge (SeferMadda‘ ),i．e．,intheveryfirst
fourchaptersofhisgreatlegalworkMishnehTorah．ThearticlearguesthatintheGuide,

MaimonidesinterpretsEzekiel􀆳svisionsoftheChariotasaspecialaccountoftheangels,

which,duetotheequivocalityoftheterm “angel”in Maimonides, connectsdivinescience
withnaturalscience．Inaddition,intheGuide, MaimonidesadoptsthefourＧspheremodel
ratherthanthenineＧsphere model, whichhesubscribesinBookof Knowledge, sothat
Ezekiel􀆳svisionshaveamoreintelligibleinterpretation．
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