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SecretandSilence: Onthe“Jewishness”inDerrida􀆳sDeconstructionism
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Abstract:Sincethe１９６０s, withthepublicationofthreeimportantworkssuchasSpeech
andPhenomena,OfGrammatology,WritingandDifferenceinsuccession,JacquesDerrida
studiedsystematicallyandanalyzedcritically “logocentrism”,“phonocentrism”,“metaphysics
ofpresence”hiddeninthetraditionoftheWesternphilosophy．Itisthethoughtsandwritings
ofDerridathatmade“deconstruction”themostinfluentialintellectualactivityinthattime．By
exploringthequasiＧbiographyJacquesDerrida writtenbyDerridaandGeoffreyBennington,

andtheinterviews between Derridaand Didier Cahen, between Derridaand Elisabeth
Roudinesco,itisfoundthatthereisakindoffeatureas “exteriority” intheDerrida􀆳s
reflectionsonthelegacyofClassicalphilosophy, whichtoagreatextantresultedfromthelife
experienceandthepsychictraumaofDerridaasaJewishdescendant．Morethanthat,inan
internationalsymposium heldatJewish Centerin Parisin Decemberof２０００, through
comparingtheinterpretationsofthestoryaboutAbraham􀆳ssacrificeinscripturebetween
FranzKafkaandSoren Kierkegaard, Derridadiscussedthequestionof “judeities”, and
expressedhisunderstandingtherelationship between deconstructionandjudeities．Itis

judeitiesratherthanjudasimthatcouldguardandkeepthesecretoftruthinthehistory．
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