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“Circumcision”andtheJewishnessinDerrida:

OntheEthicalDimensionofDerridanDeconstruction
CHENYing　FENGYang

Abstract:JacqueDerridaentersintoJewishtraditionbykeepingawayfromit．Heis
driftinginandoutofJewishtraditionbyhisparadoxicallanguage．AsthecutＧinpoint,

circumcisionis employed by Derridato ponder over his Jewishness and, meanwhile,

demonstratesthe ethical dimension in his deconstructive thinking．As the sign of
deconstruction,circumcisionrevealsmassiveMessianiccolorsandimplicatesthehermeneutic
attributeoftextsandethicalorientationinJewishtradition．IfLevinasapproachesJewish
traditionbyethics,ethicsinDerrida’sdeconstructionistperspectiveordeconstructioninthe
ethicalversionexploresthepossibilitytoencounterthe Otherintheprocessofreading,

interpretationandthinking．Deconstruction,likecircumcision,seemstobringaboutcutting,

harmanddisruption, butitguaranteesthepromiseforthefuture,intendingtoshatterthe

petrifiedboundaryinordertoopenupforthefuture．
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