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MemoriesoftheImmemorial: OnLevinas’sConceptofAnachronism
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Abstract: TheFrenchＧJewishphilosopherEmmanuelLevinasisknownforhisethicsof
theother．Theotherisneitheranobjectnoranothersubjectrelativetotheself．Theotheras
theotherhasaradicalalterity,andthereisanabsoluteasymmetrybetweentheotherandthe
self, whichcannotbeovercomebytheepistemologicalcorrespondenceortheethicalgolden
rulethatallowsustoexchangeplaces．Inordertounderstandthisabsoluteasymmetry,this
articlestarts withtime, especiallyanachronism, whichisanimportantconceptusedby
Levinastoexplainthetemporalrelationshipbetweentheselfandtheother．Anachronismis
thetemporalstructurethrough whichtheotherappearsintheconsciousnessoftheself．
Anachronismisalsothepremisefortheselftohaveanethicalrelationshipwiththeabsent
other,andthebasisforotherethicalrelationshipspresupposedbythepresenceoftheother．In
addition,anachronismcanalsobeusedasanapproachtounderstandingLevinas’sreligious
thought,involvingtherelationshipbetweenGodandman,andthenrevealingthereligiosityof
theethicsoftheother．ThisarticleattemptstoselectrelevantpassagesfromLevinas’sworks
todescribethebasiccharacteristicsoftheconceptofanachronism, returntoitsreligious
context,andthendiscussthetheologicalimplicationsofanachronism．
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