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FromtheBanonImagetoGod􀆳sName:

OntheDevelopmentofTwoJewishElements
inAdorno􀆳sPhilosophyofMusic

WANGShangwen
Abstract: TheJewishelementsisavitaloriginofthethoughtsofthewholeFrankfurt

School,includingAdorno．ThisessayintendstodiscusstherelationshipbetweenAdornoand
theJewishthoughtsintermsof“thebanonimage”and“God􀆳sname”．“Thebanonimage”,

whichisalwaysmentionedby Adorno, prohibitsbelieverstreatingGodasavisiblefinite
image．The concept of negativityin Adorno􀆳s philosophy receives afurtherreligious

justificationthroughthebanonimage．
Thisprohibitionexhibitsthedistrustfulnessofvisibleimage,thenthedisclosureoftruth

contentisdialecticallydeliveredtosound．Themostmysteriousandphilosophicalexampleof
soundis“God􀆳sname”—itiscalledwith“notbeingcalled”—inJudaism．Music,asanartof
sound,then, speakswiththefigurationofnotbeingspoken” of “God􀆳sname”．Adorno
expectsthatthe “speakingout” of musiccanliberatetruehumanity, whichechoeshis

philosophicalmotivationof“savingthehopeless”．
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