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Maimonides􀆳Examinationof“TheAccountoftheBeginning”:

APreliminaryStudyofOneoftheTwoFociinTheGuideofthePerplexed
ZHANGYing

Abstract:Inrabbinictradition, ma‘asehbereshith(theAccountoftheBeginning;or,the
WorkoftheBeginning) whichisconnectedtoGenesis１, and ma‘aseh merkabah (the
AccountoftheChariot), whichisrelatedtoEzekiel１and１０,aresecretknowledgeofGod
thatareprohibitedtoteach．InTheGuideofthePerplexed, Maimonidespointsoutmore
thanoncethatthefirstpurposeofhisTreatiseistoexplainwhatcanbeexplainedofthe
AccountoftheBeginningandoftheAccountoftheChariot．Inthissense,thesetwoAccounts
canbeseenasthetwofocioftheGuide．SinceMaimonidesalsostatesthattheAccountofthe
BeginningisidenticalwithnaturalscienceandtheAccountoftheChariotiswithdivine
science,somescholarsinterprethisdiscussionoftheAccountoftheBeginninginviewofhis
expositionofAristoteliannaturalscience．Byadetailedreadingofthedifferentcontextsof
Maimonides􀆳useofma‘asehbereshith,thisarticlearguesthatMaimonidesnotonlyrelates
ma‘asehbereshithwiththebeginningoftheworld,asthegenerallyacceptedview,healso
establishesaconnectionbetweenma‘asehbereshithandthebeginningoftheTorah,thatis,

therevelationatMountSinaiorMosaicprophecy．Inaddition,byassociatingthe“workofthe
beginning” withtheunchangeablenatureofnaturalthings, Maimonidesinsinuatesthatma
‘asehbereshithisnotcompatiblewithcreatioexnihilo．
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