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Abstract:Inmodernbiblicalscholarship,thepatriarchalnarrativesinGenesisareusually
viewedastheselfＧdefinitionofIsraelitenationinlaterperiodratherthanafactualrecordofthe
originsoftheIsraelitenation．Firstly,thispaperprovidesabriefreviewofthehistoryof
scholarship．Bydoingso, onemayfindthatthepatriarchalnarrativesonthesurfaceare
ancientfamilystories, yetthenarrativesareinfactconsolidatingthecollectivecultural
memoryoftheIsraelitenation．Secondly,thepaperwillexaminetheculturalmemoryof
ancientIsraelitesonitsneighboringcommunitiesagainstthenarrativesandthehistorical
backgroundofWestAsia．Besides,thecompositionofthisculturalmemoryisalsodiscussed
inthispaper．
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